Egypt to get Mirage-2000s 

PARIS (R)~- The French aircraft company Marcel Dassault will 
begin delivery. of 20 Mirage-2000 multi-role combat jets, its top 
performance plane, to Egypt this year, industry sources said 
Wednesday. They added that the company was also in very adv- 
anced discussions for the sale of an additional 1 8 Mirege-2000s to 
Abu Dhabi, which agreed late last year to buy an initial 1 8. No 
value for the Egyptian contract was immediately available. The 
delta-wing Mhrage-2000. France's top-line combat aircraft ent- 
ered service with the French air force in July 1984. It can fly at 
more than twice the speed of sound and reach an altitude of more 
than 18.000 metres. 
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JPrince Hassan returns from Pakistan 

AMMAN ( Petra J — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
returned home Wednesday evening after concluding a Inur-day 
■visit to Pakistan during which he held talks wiih President Moh- 
ammad Zia L’l Haq on international political developments and 
bilateral relations. Few hours before leaving Pakistan lor Jordan, 
the Crown Prince paid a visit to the tomb of the founder of 
Pakistan. Mohammad Ali Jinnah. and later held talks with the 
‘ governor oi Lahore. The Cro'vn Prince told reporters in Lahore 
earlier lhai he exchanged views with President Zia on problems 
facing Pakistan. Jordan and tile Islamic World and on tun her 
increasing cooperation between Amman and Islamabad, acc- 
ording to Reuters. The Prince was received ai Amman airport by 
Minister of Court Adnan AbuOdch. Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'd ibn Zaid and the Pakistani ambassador to Jordan and senior 
Jordanian officials. 
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Cabinet forms 
new committee 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet 
formed, at its regular meeting 
Wednesday, a committee to study 
a new project on city and village 
planning and on a system of bui- 
lding in the Kingdom. The com- 
mittee. which includes Minister of 
Communication Mohammad AJ 
Zaben. Minister of Supply Ibr- 
ahim Ayyoub. Minister of Finance 
Hanna Odeh and Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and the Env- 
ironment Hamdallah Al Nabulsi 
and Minister of Public Works 
Rayef Nijrn. . - • 

Weizsaecker visit 
officially announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — West Ger- 
man President Richard Von Wei- 
zsaecker and his wife are due here 
early next month on a three-day 
official visit to Jordan at the inv- 
itation of Their Majesties King 
Hussein and \>ueen Noor. an off- 
icial at the Royal Court ann- 
ounced Wednesday. Mr. Wei- 
zsaecker. who will begin the visit 
on Feb. 3. will be accompanied by 
a delegation of senior West Ger- 
man government officials. 

Swedish trade 
minister expected 

AMMAN (Petra) — Swedish 
Minister of Foreign Trade Mats 
Heflstroem 4s due here Sunday at 
the head or an economic del- 
egation on a three-day visit t ©-Jor- 
dan for talks wit h senior Jordanian 
officials op promoting trade .and 
economic relations between the 
two countries. During the visitThe 
delegation will meet with Minister 
of Agricuhwe-Mo&Hnihatf Bas- 
hir. Minister of Plapning Abdnlhh 
Nsout and Central Bank Gov- 
ernor Mohammad Sa’id Al Nab- 
ulsi. They will also meet with Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) Director General Moh T 
arnmad Shahed Ismail and rep- 
resentatives of the private sector 
to strengthen bilateral economic 
and Lrade ties. 

Top Japanese official 
to visit Jordan 

TOKYO (Agencies) — Wasukc 
Miyake, newly appointed director 
of the Japanese Foreign Ministry's 
Middle Eastern and African Aff- 
airs Bureau, will visit Jordan later 
this month lor talks with senior 
Jordanian officials, the ministry 
announced Wednesday. It said 
Mr. Miyake, will make the visit as 
pan of a tour of four Middle East 
countries lo “exchange views on 
matters concerning bilateral pol- 
itical and economic relations and 
cooperation.” Mr. Miyake will 
also visit Iran. Algeria and Saudi 
Arabia in his tour. 

Percy, Bahraini 
leader bold talks 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Former U.S. 
Senator Charles Percy, continuing 
a fact-finding tour of the Gulf reg- 
ion. had a wide-ranging session of 
talks Wednesday with the ruler of 
Bahrain. Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman 
AI Khalifa. The Gulf News Age- 
ncy said they reviewed bilateral 
relations and current dev- 
elopments in the Gulf region, esp- 
ecially the 51 -month-old Iran- 
Iraq war. and the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict; Mr. Percy arrived in Bah- 
rain earlier in the day at the con- 
clusion of a two-day visit to Oaiar. 
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Jordan, PLO ‘seek 

Arab summit at 
League HQ in Tunis’ 


By Lamis K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In the wake of Saudi Arabia’s 
refusal to call the long-delayed Arab summit 
in Riyadh in the foreseeable future, Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) have agreed to look for another venue 
for the conference and have launched an ini- 
tiative to convince Arab leaders to attend it, 
according to well-informed and reliable sou- 
rces. 


The Jordan- PLO agreement on 
the initiative was reached during 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
visit to Jordan last week, the sou- 
rces said, and it was further agreed 
that the Arab League Hea- 
dquarters in Tunis is the most sui- 
table place to hold the summit. 

During a visit by His Majesty 
King Hussein to Riyadh last week. 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd “exp- 
ressed reservations over hosting a 
summit that m' deepen div- 
isions in the World.” par- 

ticularly that Syria and Libya opp- 
ose the idea, the sources said. But 
both Jordan and the PLO believe 
that in the face of the already exi- 
sting Syrian and Libyan opp- 


Arab leaders have been app- 
roached with the idea of con- 
vening an early summit as planned 
by Jordan and the PLO but replies 
are still awaited. Jordan and the 
PLO are optimistic that the maj- 
ority of the Arab countries will 
agree to attend the planned sum- 
mit. the sources added. 

“Most countries are likely to 
attend , but they would hesitate to 
host a summit that will be boy- 
cotted by some Arab states,” the 
sources said. “Therefore, the 
Arab League Headquarters in 
Tunis will be the most appropriate 
place, since Arab countries, par- 


convening of the summit. 

Saudi Arabia, which was to 
have hosted the summit in Nov- 
ember in Riyadh, has suggested 
that all inter-Arab differences be 
settled before the summit can be 
convened. 

However. Jordan and the PLO 
believe that an Arab summit is the 
“proper forum for settling inter- 
Arab disputes and strengthening 
Arab solidarity." the sources said. 

“Jordan and the PLO respect 
and highly appreciate the Saudi 
stand on the issue.” the sources 
said, “but they also believe that 
the current Arab situation is at a 
crossroads where something sho- 
uld be done to move things for- 
ward.” 

Jordan and the PLO have sta- 
rted formal talks on formulating a 
joint political strategy towards a 
solution to the Palestinian pro- 
blem. But both the Kingdom and 
the Organisation have stressed, on 
different occasions, that any joint 
Jordanian- Palestinian action will 
need the backing of at least the 
majority of the Arab countries 
through an Arab summit decision. 

Most Arab countries also fav- 
our the return of Egypt to the 
Arab World. Seventeen Arab 
countries and the PLO severed 
diplomatic and political relations 
with Egypt after Cairo signed a 
separate peace treaty with Israel 


that in the face of the already exi- ticularly Saudi Arabia, will not with Egypt after Cairo signed a 
sting Syrian and Libyan opp- have to face the embarrassment of separate peace treaty with Israel 
-osUi©o:ihera. is jw. need. J^qn ;jTostjng_ a siramit-tfespjte Syrian^ in .2,9.79. Jordan was the firtf cou- 
Arab concensus to convene the and Libyan objections” the sou- htry to resume the relations, in 
summit, the sources said. rces said. September .1984. 

“If Jordan and the PLO succeed Inter-Arab disputes, par- The PLO, which maintains con- 
in rallying the support of the maj- ticularly differences between the tacts with Egypt, has repeatedly 
orhy of the Arab countries then it PLO leadership and the Syrian expressed the view that the res- 
will be enough.” the sources, who and Libyan governments, and the toration of Arab ties with Egypt, 
requested anonymity, said. issue of Egypt's return to the Arab should be preceded by an Arab 

The sources said that other World, have been delaying the summit decision on the issue. 


September .1984. 

The PLO, which maintains con- 
tacts with Egypt, has repeatedly 
expressed the view that the res- 
toration of Arab ties with Egypt, 
should be preceded by an Arab 
summit decision on the issue. 


Israeli jets 
stage raid 
in Bekaa 

BEIRUT (AP) — Israeli war- 
planes on Wednesday mounted 
their first attack in Lebanon this 
year, bombing and strafing sus- 
pected Palestinian bases in the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa Valley, 
local radio stations reported. 

The Israeli military command 
claimed the planes “scored acc- 
urate hits" on a command post, 
used for staging anti- Israeli res- 
istance attacks, near the town of 
Al Marj. 40 kilometres east of' 
Beirut. 

An unnamed Israeli army spo- 
kesman said in Tel Aviv that the 
“destroyed command post" bel- 
onged to the Popular Struggle 
Front, a splinter Palestinian group 
allied with Syrian-backed factions 
that rebelled against Palest inie 
Liberation Organisation Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat. 

Beirut’s rightist “Voice of Leb- 
anon” radio said the jets struck at 
commando bases around the 
towns of Bar-EIias and Al Marj 
behind Syrian lines on east Leb- 
anon at 2:10 p.m. (1210 GMT). 

The broadcast said Palestinian 
and Syrian positions fired anti- 
aircraft guns on the raiding jets, 
but no hits were reported. 

Israeli planes bombed Pal- 
estinian and Lebanese militia 
bases in various parts of Lebanon 
1 6 times last year. 

Israeli occupation forces in 
South Lebanon have been coming 
under almost daily attacks by res- 
istance commandos. 

Israelis study pullback 

In Tel Aviv, Israel's 10-man- j 
inner cabinet Tuesday discussed a 
unilateral pullback from South 
Lebanon following the failure of 
withdrawal talks with Beirut- 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
planned the session to be exp- 
loratory with no final decision 
until after the arrival next Monday 
of United Nations Under- 
secretary General Brian Urq- 
uhan, aides said. Details of the 
meeting wilt not be divulged. 

An Israeli government source 
said Mr. Uiquhart is likely to bring 
a plan for UN1FIL, the U.N. pea- 
cekeeping force in southern Leb- 
anon, to be deployed from the int- 
ernational border to Israel's pre- 
sent “front line” along the Awali 
River. 


Beirut studies Israeli 
decision to skip talks 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The Leb- 
anese cabinet Wednesday dis- 
cussed Israel's decision to stay 
away from the next round of troop 
withdrawal talks and Prime Min- 
ister Rashid Karami told reporters 
Lebanon wanted the talks to con- 
tinue and would welcome int- 
ernational help to give them fresh 
impetus. 

“Lebanon is keen that the dis- 
cussions should continue in Naq- 
oura (site of the U.N.-hosted 
talks).” Mr. Karami said. “We are 
waiting for any international move 
to give the talks momentum.'' 

After Monday's session. Israel 
said it was suspending its par- 
ticipation because Lebanon had 
not accepted its proposals to dep- 
loy U.N. forces in all areas it might 
vacate. 


Lebanon wants to see an Israeli 
timetable for withdrawal before it 
agrees to a change in the mandate 
of the U.N. Interim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIF1L). Beirut says this is 
a matter for it to discuss with the 
United Nations, not with Israel. 

Deputy U.N. chief Brian Urq- j 
uhart is due to arrive in the Middle 
East at the weekend as pan of eff- 
orts to revive the deadlocked 
talks. 

Lebanon insists its army take 
over the entire south and hopes to 
move troops to Israel's Awali 
River “front line” to counter Isr- 
aeli arguments that the army is to 
weak for the job. 

Armed police have begun mov- 
ing down the militia-held coast 
road south of Beirut under a 
Syrian-backed plan . 


PLO leader attacks Sudan, 
Ethiopia over Falasha airlift 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader has attacked Sudan 
and Ethiopia over the airlift of 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel and said 
the operation helped Zionist and 
imperialist interests. 

Abdul Rahim Ahmad, a mem- 
ber of the Executive Committee of 
the PLO, told Reuters: “Sudan 
facilitated this operation, but we 
shall leave it to the heroic Sud- 
anese people to pass judgment on 
this action which has been con- 
demned. 

“Ethiopia exploited the grave 
famine conditions in the country 
to strike a deal with tbe Zionist 
enemy to fly out Ethiopian Jews to 
our occupied territory. This can 
only lead to more seizure of our 
land, more expulsions of our peo- 
ple and more Jewish settlements ” 
he added. 

Sudan and Ethiopia have den- 
ied any involvement in the airlift, 
but have accused each other of 
complicity. 

A prominent Kuwaiti par- 
liamentarian Wednesday charged 
Sudan nf collusion with Israel in 
airlifting Ethiopian Jews (Fal- 
ashas) to Israel, while a Kuwaiti 
newspaper quoted government 
sources in Belgium as saying the 
operation was carried out with the 
Sudanese government’s kno- 
wledge. 


Deputy speaker Ahmad Al 
Saadoun told parliament that the 
Sudanese government “wanted to 
conceal the reports of their col- 
lusion with the Zionists, but it lea- 
ked through and obliged (Pre- 
sident Jafaar) Numeiri to halt the 
operation.” 

Leer Maekers. head of the Mid- 
dle East section in the Belgian 
Foreign Affairs Ministry, wasquo- 
ted by the Kuwait Arabic daily Al 
Seyassah as saying his government 
“was aware of the operation lo 
shuttle Ethiopian Jews to Israel. 

“Belgium approved, providing 
it was kept secret to avoid pro- 
vocation,” with the Arab World, 
the newspaper reported him as 
saying. 

In Tel Aviv relief officials said 
Ethiopia has accepted an offer of 
Israeli food and medicine for its 
famine victims despite the current 
controversy over the airlift of Eth- 
iopian Jews. 

Officials of Magen David 
Adorn, the Israeli equivalent of 
the Red Cross, said an Israeli- 
registered merchant ship carrying 
the consignment would leave the 
Red Sea port of Eilat on Jan 27 
and dock at Assab. Ethiopia, two 
days later. 

Ethiopia last week condemned 
as “sinister” the Israeli airlift of 
Ethiopian Jews. 



U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz talks on the 
phone with President Ronald Reagan from his hotel 
room in Geneva after the conclusion of four rounds 


of talks with Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko on Tuesday. Standing next to Mr. Shultz is 
special adviser Robert McFarlane t AP uirephotni 


Government voices concern over agency’s plans 

Representatives of refugees, 
UNRWA staff stage protest 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Representatives of 
Palestinian refugee camps in Jor- 
dan and leaders of staff com- 
mittees of the United Nations Rel- 
ief and Works Agency ( UNRWA) 
■Wednesday sraged a sit-iri outsule 
the UNRWA headquarters here 
in protest against the agency's 
plans to reduce its serv ices, while 
Minister oi Occupied Territories 
Affairs Shawkat Mahmoud also 
voiced the Jordanian gov- 
ernment's concern over the age- 
ncy's plans. 

A spokesman for the refugees 
told the Jordan Times that a group 
of about 35 protesters was rec- 
eived by the agency's acting dir- 


ector in Jordan Mr. Ely Saaf. on 
whom the group called on to con- 
vey the message of protest to 
UNRWA Commissioner General 
Old Rydbeck and to the agency s 
executive council currently con- 
vening in Vienna and to United 
Nations Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

In two petitions, each signed by 
about 150 people, the relugee 
representatives said: “We den- 
ounce any procedures that the 
agency would take to cut any pan 
of its services, which is currently m 
its minimum” 

The petitions called on the 
UNRWA commissioner general, 
the host countries and the int- 
ernational community to exert all 
efforts to overcome “the claimed 


deficit" of the UNRWA and to 
stop any further actions efiecting 
the agency's services. 

The spokesman said that ref- 
ugee camp representatives thr- 
eatened that if these cuts were 
applied “we are going to take 
steps against it." 

!:s a pres:; release from Vienne. 
Austria, on Wednesday. Mr. Ryd- 
beck. addressing a hastily sum- 
moned meeting of departmental 
heads and fields directors from the 
fixe areas of the Middle East 
where UNRWA runs schools, cli- 
nics and relief services, said that 
he has already decided to abolish 
3K headquarters posts in \ ienna 
and Amman and to deter planned 

(Continued on page 3} 


Birzeit chief demands inquiry into 
Israeli fire on students in November 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The acting pre- 
sident of Birzeit University in the 
occupied West Bank on Wed- 
nesday called for an investigation 
of the Israeli army's handling of 
demonstrations last November in 
which students were fired on wit- 
hout warning. 

A Palestinian student was shot 
to death, five other seriously wou- 
nded and an Israeli army officer 
hit in the head with a stone in the 
Nov. 21 incident when Israeli occ- 
upation troops opened fire on 
demonstrators in Birzeit campus 
who were chanting slogans con- 
demning the Israeli occupation 
and praising Palestine Liberation 
Organisation ' (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Ararat's decision to con- 
vene the Palestine National Cou- 
ncil (PNC) in Amman on Nov. 22. 

The Birzeit violence followed 
another incident in Birzeit village. 
32 kilometres north of Jerusalem, 
during which two villagers were 
shot dead and a number of others 
wounded when Israeli soldiers 
opened fire on a group of Pal- 
estinian demonstrators who were 
holding a similar gathering. 

Gate Baramke. acting pre- 
sident of the 2.400-student Birzeit 
University which is partly funded 
by Arab countries, called for an 


investigation at a news conference 
Wednesday and protested at the 
army's use of "deliberate force 
against [he students without any 
warning..." 

Attorney Rajah Shehade pre- 
sented a 23-pagc report compiled 
from sworn affidavits by student 
and faculty eyewitnesses. He said 
that the gunfire "did not com- 
mensurate with the degree of dan- 
ger faced by the soldiers" and sug- 
gested they should have used rub- 
ber bullets. 

Leighton Pratt, a British lec- 
turer at the university, said he 
watched the incident from his 
home. "There were no warnings 
to the .students, and no teargas was 
used" before the troops opened 
fire. 

One soldier “fired about six 
shots. His aim was being directed 
at body level, not in the air nor at 
the ground." Mr. Pratt said. 

An Israeli military spokesman 
said the soldiers shouted at the 
students to disperse and their first 
shots were fired into the air. The 
spokesman said that sometime 
during the incident the soldiers 
used teargas but left unclear if it 
was used before or after the sol- 
diers opened fire. 

The army reported the day of 
the incident that students pelted 


troops with stones and that an off- 
icer was injured in the head before 
soldiers fired at demonstrators. 

Mr. Baramke said he was most 
concerned about the obstruction 
of a private car. which was car- 
rying a wounded student and fai- 
led to get to a hospital before the 
student died. 

Doctors at the hospital said 
Sharaf Tibi, a 2 3 -year-old eng- 
ineering student Irom Khan Yunis 
in the occupied Gaza Strip, was 
dead on arrival from a gunshot 
wound below his bean. 

“We will nexer know if Sharaf 
could have been suxed if he had 
reached the hospital sot'ncr." the 
report said. It quotes an affidavit 
by student Ali Burham. 24. one of 
three students who took Sharaf in 
a prixaic automobile to the hos- 
pital. 

Burham said Israeli soldiers 
siopivd the car for 25 minutes at a 
chcckposi in Jifna. about seven 
kilometres from the hospital. He 
said the students stayed with Sha- 
raf "to monitor his health con- 
dition" lor at least some ol the 
time they were stopped. 

Burham said he noticed "that 
his pulse had stopped.. We had 
been standing at the harrier for 
almost one-quarter ol an.hnur." 


Klibi urges Italian initiative for .Mideast peace 


ROME (Agencies) — Arab Lea- 
gue Secretary-General Chadli 
Klibi told Italian Prime Minister 
Bettino Craxi Tuesday he hoped 
for European initiatives on Mid- 
dle East problems during Italy's 
current presidency of the Eur- 
opean Community. 

A statement released by Mr. 
CraxPs office after the prime min- 
ister met Mr. Klibi said they dis- 
cussed' Middle East dev- 
elopments, particularly Arab- 
lsraeli relations. Lebanon and 
possibilities of increased 
European- Arab dialogue. 

The statement said- that during 
“a cordial talk the most recent 
developments of the Middle East 
crisis were examined, with par- 
ticular attention to the Arab- 


lsraeli conflict, the situation in 
Lebanon and the prospects lor 
resumption of a European- Arab 
dialogue.” 

Mr. Craxi “repeated that Italy 
and Europe consider the Middle 
East question one of the key pro- 
blems for international peace.” 
the statement added. 

Earlier. Mr. Klibi met Italian 
Foreign Minister Giulio Andreoiti 
to discuss Western Europe's Mid- 
dle East policies. Foreign Ministry 
officials reported. 

The officials said the hour-long 
talks focused on ways to str- 
engthen dialogue between the 
European Common Market and 
the Arab League. 

They said both officials also dis- 
cussed Italy's recent diplomatic 


efforts for a regional Middle East 
settlement, which included a ser- 
ies of x i.sits to Jordan. Algiers. 
Tunis. Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 

Rome began revealing a Middle 
East peace initiative in Nox ember, 
in anticipation of Italy's taking 
over the presidency of the 10- 
member Common Market on Jan. 
I. Those contacts included talks 
between Premier Craxi and Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO I Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Tunis a month ago. 

Foreign Ministry oil trials also 
noted that Mr. Klibf s visit comes 
on the eve ol an announced visit to 
Italy by Israel’s Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, who is expected to 
arrive in Rome in late Fehruarv. 


Shultz, 
Gromyko 
break ice 
in arms 
dialogue 

GENEVA tRi — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko and 
U.S. Secretary or Stale George 
Shultz have broken the icc in 
East-West relations but warned 
that their agreement to upen new 
arms negotiations was only a first 
step. 

Speaking al the airport be Tore 
leaving Cenex a Wednesday. Mr. 
Gromyko said a step had been 
made in establishing a dialogue 
between the superpowers. 

“This is but a step compared to 
the immense tasks which are lo be 
addressed in the course of the neg- 
otiations on space and nuclear 
arms." he said in lib first public 
comment on the two days or talks. 

Mr. Shultz, at a news conference 
late Tuesday night, called the agr- 
eement an important beginning, 
but added: “Many lough and 
complex issues remain to be res- 
olved.” 

The two ministers agreed in 1 4*. a 
hours of talks on Monday and T ue- 
sday to open a nc»» set of arms 
negotiations. 

The format chosen — a single 
delegation divided into three wor- 
king parties Tor strategic, int- 
ermediate and space weapons — 
was a simple compromise between 
the stances the two sides had mai- 
ntained. 

The United Stales had app- 
roached the Geneva' talks with the 
aim of resuming negotiations on 
large reductions in the long and 
medium-range nuclear arsenals or 
both countries. 

Thirteen months ago the Soviet 
Union had broken olT separate 
talks on both categories of wea- 
pons, vowing not to return until 
the United Slates withdrew cruise 
and Pershing- 2 missiles it had dep- 
loyed in Western Europe. The I'.S. 
missiles have not been w ithdrawn. 

Moscow wanted most of all to 
prevent the l ini ted States pursuing 
President Reagan's Strategic Def- 
ence Initiative iSDlt. a research 
project into an anti-missile system 
that would involve lasers in space, 
which was quickly duhhed “Star 
Wars". 

Western diplomats said Mr. 
Gromyko found in the idea of a 
single delegation a face-saving 
formula to allow a return to the 
bargaining table. The U.S. offer 
late Tuesday to give space weapons 
a prominent place in the for- 
thcoming negotiations was the 
concession Mr. Gromyko wanted. 

But Mr. Shultz said the United 
States was giving away little by 
agreeing lo discuss space weapons. 

The Reagan administration had 
maintained that the $26 billion 
“Star Wars" project would not be 
a bargaining chip in the talks bet- 
ween .Mr. Shultz and Mr. Gro- 
myko. 

Mr. Shultz said at his news con- 
ference: “Wc really don’t believe 
in a bargaining chips.” 

He said President Reagan would 
seek congressional funding for any 
defence programme he frit nec- 
essary. including “Star Wars” 
research, while including it in the 
negotiating agenda. 

“The main point is that we will 
be discussing ull or these issues, 
and it is a fact that everything will 
be open Tor discussion.” Mr. 
Shuiiz said. 

Robert McFarlane. Mr. Rea- 
gan's national security adviser and 
a member of the Shultz team in 
Geneva, said, however, the United 
States gave no promise of halting 
tests of an anti-satellite defence 
system. Moscow had been seeking 
a moratorium on such tests. 

Mr. Gromyko said the Soviet 
Union was willing to do its pari in 
the forthcoming negotiations. 

“I should like tu express the 
hope that the United States w ill do 
the same. In other words, it will go 
its part of the road fully aware of 
the responsibility shared by the 
two great powers,” he said. 

The agreement reached T uesday 
was far more than most Western 
diplomats had expected from the 
Shullz-Grumyko talks. 

Speaking to reporters on his 
flight back to Washington. Mr. 
Shultz said there were “ups and 
downs” in the talks but (here had 
been no danger of a walkout. 
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U.N urged to renew 
Middle East peace bid 


Magazine w^rns of diminished 
U.S. influence in Middle East 


JORPAN lg -»’ 

I Sudan wants to curb 
outflow of Ethiopians 

I 1» -J 1. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The United Nations, 40 
years old this year, should make new efforts to ach- 
ieve progress towards a Middle East settlement dur- 
ing the anniversary. Secretary' General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Wednesday. 


He said life U.N. was an app- 
ropriate framework, tor Middle 
East peace talks. Israel disputes 
this, saying \hc world body is pre- 
judiced towards the Arabs. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar made his 
remjrks at the first U.S. meeting 
of the year, a session of the Pal- 
estine Rights Committee, which 
Israel regards as politically unb- 
alaneed. 

He >nid the persistent danger ol 
conflict in the region underlined 
the need to find a settlement. He 
added that the General Assembly 
had directed him to make another 
attempt to convene on int- 
ernational peace conference on 
the Middle East. 

Israel and the United States 


oppose to conference, which, acc- 
ording to the General Assembly, 
should include the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation as a full par- 
ticipant. 

The Rights Committe re- 
elected Mussamba Sarre of Sen- 
egal as its chairman. Oscar 
Oramas-Oliva of Cuba and Muh- 
ammad Zarif of Afghanistan, 
vice-chairmen, and Victor Gauci 
of Malta, rapporteur. 

Meanwhile a Swedish spo- 
kesman in Stockholm said Wed- 
nesday Sweden's defence minister 
will visit Beirut in February to dis- 
cuss the role of UNIFIL. the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in southern 
Lebanon, following Norway's thr- 
eats to pull out of it. 


Crippled Korean freighter 
iunuder tow to Iranian port 


BAHRAIN (Ri — The South 
Korean freighter Hanlim Mariner. 
laicM ■> icnm of renewed Iraqi mis- 
sile atiaeks on merchant vessels in 
the Gulf, is being towed by Iranian 
lugs 10 Iran's Bandar Bushehr 
Port, shipping sources said Wed- 
nesday. 

The Pusan-based owners of the 
1 1 .’r>7 gross tonne ' essel said one 
crewman died and another was 
wounded in Tuesday's air attack. 
Gull shipping sources said the ship 
was hit on the Iranian side ol the 
Gull about 75 miles south of Bus- 
hehr and roughly 30 miles outside 
an Iraqi-imposed war zone in the 
north east of the Gulf' that takes in 
Iran'** main oil export terminal at 
Kharg Island. 

About four salvage tugs from 
ihe Western side of fhe Gulf went 
to aid the Hunlim Mariner Tue- 
sday but the Iranians told them to 
leave, the sources said. 

Hunlim Mariner, owned by 
Hanlim Shipping Co. Ltd. was the 
second ship confirmed hit by Iraq 
in two days. The sources said the 
i- i .4 u 5 gross tonne Panamanian 
N u[k currier Topaz Express had 


been slightly damaged in the nor- 
thern reaches of the Gulf. 

The sources said Topaz Express 
was hit on Monday near the Ira- 
nian port of Bandar Khomeini in 
an area north of Kharg known to 
seamen as “suicide alley" because 
of Iraqi attacks. 

But they could not confirm 
Iraq's claims that its warplanes 
attacked one other merchant ves- 
sel on Monday and a further two. 
in addition to the Hanlim Mariner. 
Tuesday. 

A total of 53 merchant ships, 
mainly foreign tankers, have been 
confirmed hit in the Gulf by either 
Iran or Iraq since the beginning of 
last year in the so-called "tanker 
war." an extension of their ground 
war. now- in its fifth year. 

Iraq opened the attacks with the 
aim of disrupting Iran's oil exp- 
orts, Tehran's main revenue sou- 
rce to finance its military machine. 
Iran started to retaliate last May 
with raidvon merchant ships using 
ports v , it i lie Western side of the 
Gulf. 
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Norway is drawing up plans 10 
repatriate most of its 868 soldiers 
from UNIFIL unless the force’s 
mandate is widened by April. 
Another nordic member of UNI- 
FIL, Finland, has also expressed 
concern over the mandate's lim- 
itations. 

Sweden's 147-raan contingent 
runs the force’s field hospital and 
officials said earlier this month 
that because of their crucial hum- 
anitarian role the Swedish troops 
.could noi pull out. 

Defence Minister Anders Thu- 
nborg will visit the Middle East 
from Feb. 9 to 1 7 and his intention 
is also to have discussions in Israel 
and Egypt, the Defence Ministry 
spokesman said. 

The mandate for the 5.240- 
strong force comes up for renewal 
in April. IINIFIL has been in 
South Lebanon since 1978. The 
other members are Fiji. Ghana. 
Ireland. Netherlands. France and 
Italy. 

Oman denies 
harbouring 
U.S. troops 
during hijack 

MUSCAT. Oman (AP) — Oman 
has denied that the United States 
had sent a commando team to 
Masirah Island for possible sto- 
rming of the Kuwaiti Airliner rec- 
ently hijacked to Iran. 

An official statement issued by 
the Foreign Ministry “cat- 
egorically denied" the report by a 
U.S. magazine and charged it was 
“a deliberate conspiracy aimed at 
tarnishing the Sultanate's rep- 
utation and good relations with its 
neighbours”. 

The statement said the Sul- 
tanate would not allow its ter- 
ritory. waters or airspace to be 
used for intervention against "any 
brotherly or friendly neighbouring 
country 

It stressed that Oman upholds 
international principles and tra- 
ditions. pledging to “continue sin- 
cere efforts to maintain regional 
and international security and ?fa- 
bility. while firmly rejecting any 
pressure of intervention.” ' ■ 


CAIRO (AP) — The United Sta- 
tes will lose much of its influence 
in the Middle East if the U.S. adm- 
inistration does not pursue a more 
vigorous policy in the search for 
regional peace, an Egyptian mag- 
azine has warned. 

The state-owned weekly AJ 
Musawar said President Hosni 
Mubarak will deliver that message 
to President Ronald Reagan when 
he confers with the U.S. chief exe- 
cutive in Washington on March 
12 . 

“He will tell them that if the 
American role does not abandon 
its present 'negative neutrality,’ 
and return to an active and eff- 
ective role in peace efforts then 
danger will loom over the cre- 


dibility of the American role," in 
the region, the magazine said. 

AI Musawar made the com- 
ments in an edition scheduled for 
distribution Friday. The Ass- 
ociated Press obtained an advance 
copy. 

In its comment, AJ Musawar 
pointed to recent strains in U.S.- 
Jordanian relations as an example 
of the dangers facing the United 
States in m aintain ing influence 
with the Arabs as weO as close 
finks to Israel. 

Jordan among the staunchest 
U.S. allies in the region, has sha- 
rply criticised U.S. support for Isr- 
ael and has agreed to purchase 
Soviet air defence weapons after 
the administration withdrew an 


offer last March to sell Stinger 
ground-to-air missiles. 

The magazine said Jordan ‘‘ran 
out of patience in despair at the 
possibility of there being a more 
objective, a more just American 
role regarding the facts of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.** 

Egypt and Jordan have been 
working closely since they res- 
tored diplomatic relations on 
Sept. 25 in order to develop a 
common Arab strategy for pur- 
suing peace talks with Israel. 

The Egyptians have been saying 
for months that any revival of the 
peace process would require a str- 
onger U.S. role to push the Israelis 
to the conference table. 


U.S. to take part in Taba talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The U.S. will participate in talks 
next week between Israel and 
Egypt on deploying an int- 
ernational peace-keeping force in 
the disputed Red Sea coastal strip 
of Taba. the State Department 
said Wednesday. 

“We have been asked by both 
governments to be there and we 
will be." spokesman Alan Rom- 
berg told reporters. “Obviously 
wc welcome the resumption of 
these talks on this issue." 

He declined to elaborate. 

Officials said the Linited States 
would be "sitting in” on the dis- 
cussions. able to express its views 
if it wished. 

“The talks will be between 
Egypt and Israel." one said. “Obv- 
iously both feel more comfortable 
if we are there.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres said Tuesday his gov- 
ernment had accepted an offer by 
Egypt to discuss stationing ele- 
ments of the 10-uation Mul- 
tinational Force of Observers in 
Taba. a 700-metre strip held by 
Israel but considered by Cairo to 
be part of the Egyptian Sinai des- 
ert. 

Israel gave the Sinai back to 
Egypt three years ago as pan of a 
1 979 peace treaty that postponed 
a decision on Taba and several 
other border points. 

Meanwhile Egypt’s pro- 
Moscow opposition party Wed- 
nesday criticised the Egyptian 
government for agreeing to talk 
wittf^he Israelis over the Taba 
dispute. ; 

In lan editorial in its weekly Al 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITION 


" An an exhibition of oil paintings by 
Nawjl Radi Al Abdulla ai the Royal 
Cultural Centre (until Jan. 1 61. 

FILM 

* "Oxford l ’nion Debate” Caspar Wei- 
nbcrger_vx E.P. Thompson (60 min- 
utest at 7:00 p.m. at the American Ccn- 
ire. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TcL 661026(7 

American Centre 4437 1 

American Centre Library 41520 

Bnush Council 36147-Ji 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Coethv Inst Rule 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spaaish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre 665 1 95 

Hussein Youth City - 667181 

Y.W.C.A. . — 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 1 8(h 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours; 9.00 a.tn. - 5 
P-m. Year-round. TcL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal Al Q»ra (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and ofTtcial holiday* 10.00 a on. 
4.00 p.m.V Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan Na tiona l Gallery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lptures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries asda 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntarah, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
1.30 p.ra. and 330 p.m. - 6.00 p-m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30 1 28. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military Museum): 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 


Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 yean old items such as ro tunes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc 
Opening huun: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 

Lams Amman Club. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the HoL 
iday Inn. 1.30 p.m. 

Linos Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday al 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.ra. 
PhHadelphla Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the intercontinental HotcL 2.00 p.ra. 
Royal Antomobfle Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261. 


CHURCHES ' 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 245y0. 

Church of (lie Amnmcxatian (Roman 
Catholic} Jabal Luweibdeh, 37440. 

Ik la SaOe Church (Roman Catltolic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Armenian Cathode Church Ashrafieh. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)) Ashrafieh, 771751. 

Amman luternatSmal Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets ai Southern 
Baptist School in Sfameisani. 816534. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25^83 
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Ahaly, the National Progressive 
Unionist Party said the gov- 
ernment should have insisted the 
talks be held in a neutral city, such 
as Rome, rather than in Bee- 
rsheba and Ismailia, as planned. 

An Israeli government source, 
who refused to be identified, said 
Israel was proposing the talks 
begin between Jan. 15. and IS. 
Egyptian sources, who also ref- 
used to be identified; said it was 
likely Cairo would accept an Isr- 
aeli invitation to participate. 

Israeli officials said the first 
round of talks would probably be 
held in the Israeli town of Bee- 
rsheba with subseq uent sessions in 
Egypt's Suez Canal city of Ism- 
ailia. 

In its commentary, the NPUP 
said Egypt's agreement to meet in 
Beersheba constituted “a new 
concession” to the United states 
and Israel and suggested the Ita- 
lian capital as a venue. 

The party also criticised what it 
termed “Egypt’s acceptance in 
principle" of proposals for the 
Multinational Force and Obs- 
ervers, which monitors com- 
pliance with the 1979 Egyptian- 
Israeli peace treaty, to be sta- 
tioned in Taba. 

Efforts to contact an Egyptian ' 
Foreign Ministry spokesman for 
comment were unsuccessful. 

The party charged that Egypt 
had agreed to enter talks on Taba 
because of “American pressures 
which link the increases in eco- 
nomic and military aid requested 
by the Egyptian government with . 
the necessity of improving reU. 


ations between the Egyptian gov- 
ernment and the Israeli gov- 
ernment..." 

Egyptian officials say the gov- 
ernment plans to ask the adm- 
inistration of President Ronald 
Reagan for increases in economic 
and military aid, which amount 
now to some $2.2 billion a year. 

A Cairo state-run daily. Al 
Gomhuria, said Egypt will press of 
a 40 per cent increase, although 
there has been no confirmation of 
the figure by the government or 
U.S. diplomats here. 

Egypt maintains that Taba sho- 
uld have been returned by Israel 
along with the rest of the Sinai | 
under the peace treaty. Israel cla- 
ims the territory should not be 
considered rightfully Egyptian, 
and Israeli developers have built a 
luxury hotel on the side. 

President Hosni Mubarak has 
listed resolution of Taba as one of 
bis three conditions for improving 
relations with the Jewish state, 
which have been frozen since Isr- 
ael's 1982 invasion of Lebanon. 

His other conditions include an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
Lebanon and improvements in 
conditions for Palestinians in Isr- 
aeli occupied areas. 

The NPUP failed to win any 
seats in 458-members parliament 
during last May’s elections. 

Despite its lack of rep- 
resentation in parliament, the 
party is believed to have sub- 
stantial influence among Egypt’s 
intellectual plass in Cairo and Ale- 
xandria as well as in worker areas 
in Aswan anif the NUe Delia. ’ 

. t . I • .... - I 1 . 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen AUa 
international Airport leL (OS) 53250, 
where it should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

•MS Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

97:15 -- Bucharest (RO) 

99:45 ........ Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

•7:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

99:45 Jeddah (RJ) 

99:45 Cairo (RJ) 

19:99 Dbahran (RJ) 

10:09 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 Dhahran, Riyadh (SV) 

11:30 — Istanbul, Ankara CTK) 

12:05 Muscat. Abu Dhabi. Bahrain 

(GF) 

14.-39 Tripoli, Laroaca (LN) 

I4:49 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Cairo (RJ) 

16:40 Lamaca (RJ) 

I«e45 Baghdad (LA) 

16:45 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

17:00 ...... Rfo de Janeiro. Lisbon (LA) 

17:25 Athens (RJ) 

17:30 — New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:40 — Belgrade, Istanbul (RJ) 

I&10 .... Amsterdam. Laroaca (KLM) 

18:15 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:15 Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 

29:20 Athens (OA) 

22:20 Cairo (MS) 

23=30 London (BA) 

00:45 — Cairo (Rl) 

91=10 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

•5=45 Cairo (RJ) 

06=50 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

07:00 Beirut (RJ) 

98:09 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

98:45 Beirut (MEA) 

11:99 Vienna, New York (RJ) 

11:15 - Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

»:30 Athens (RJ) 

1*00 Paris. London (RJ) 

125 15 Riyadh. Dhahran (SV) 

12:29 Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ) 

I2J0 Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

13:09 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
fGF) 


15^9 

16:40 

Kuwait (KU) 

17rl5 

Baghdad' (LA) 

1*40 

— . Doha. Muscat (RJ) 

29:15 . ... 

— Jeddah t RJ) 


2*45 — - !. Cairo (RJ) 

21:99 — Abu Dhabi, Singapore (RJ) 


The Classical Guitar lfc39 Hair 11:99 
World News 11:99 British Press Review 
11:15 The World Today 11:39 Financial 
News 11:49 Look Ahead 11:45 No! So 
Much a Hobby (I’M News Summary; 
Cole Porter And His Musk 12:15 Mer- 
chant Navy Programme 12:39 Business 
Matters 13*9 World News I3e99 News 
about Britain 13:15 In Ihe Meantime 
1*25 Ulster Newsletter 1&39 Meridian 
14^9 Radio Newsreel 14: 15 Jazz for the 
Asking 14:45 Sports Round-up 15:09 
World News 1&99 24 Hours: News 
Summary 15:30 John Peel 16:00 News 
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17^9 Radio Newsreel 17:15 In The Psy- 
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23:29 Cairo (MS) 

«tl5 . London (BA) 

MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
pore 

— Aboody 

— Artus 

— Lides 

— Kota Aguog 

— Jolly Nero 

— Vifle du Levant 

— Lydi 

— Breaza 

— AJeksa Dundic 

— Kirkuk 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selUbuy rates in fils 

Belgian franc 63-5/ 63.9 

Dutch guilder 113.3/ 114 

Egyptian guinea 302.8/ 305.4 

French franc 41.8/ 42 

Iraqi dinar 343.6/ 351 

Italian Kre (for 100) 20.9/ 21 .1 ' 

Japanese yen (for ICO) 159.6/ 160.5 

Kuwaiti dinar — 13253/ 1330.6 

Lebanese lira — -42.3/ 433 

Omani riyal 1165 / 1173J 

Qatari riyal 111/ 111.7 

Saudi riyal - 1133/ 1 13.R 

Swedish crown 44.8/ 45.1 

Swiss franc 153.1/ 154 

Syrian lira 38.7/ 39.8 

UAE dirham 1 10.1/ 1 10.6 

UJC. sterling pound 463/ 4653 

U-S. dollar 406/ 408 

W. German mark 1 28.1/ 1 28.7 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 

Medium and high douds will be there 
wilh southwesterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaba, winds wifl be northerly mod-' 
crate and seas calm 

Low thigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 2/16 

Aqaba 8/21 

Deserts 1/17 

Jordan Valley 10/20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17. Aqaba 22. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 22 per cent. Aqaba 22 
per cent. 
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KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 

wants to curb the resettlement 
abroad of Ethiopian refugees cro- 
ssing into its territory, according 
to Sudanese refugee officials. 

One, who asked not to ^ 
ntified. said the exodus of Eth- 
iopian refugees from Sudan and 
their resettlement abroad was tak- 
ing away people who could be use- 
ful — nurses, doctors, and skilled 
refugees. “ If it could be stopped it 

would be ideal. 1 ’ 

He told Reuters the programme 
was also encouraging other ref- 
I ugees to cross into Sudan, already 
heavily burdened by Africa s lar- 
gest refugee population of over 
one million. 

The U.N. Commissioner tor 
Refugees in Sudan. Stephan Bod- 
emar. said that around 20.000 
Ethiopians are crossing inio 
Sudan every week fleeing famine 
and civil war. This compared with 
an average of 6,000 a week last 
June. 

“Their numbers have increased 
very dramatically in the last two 
weeks, and we have indications 
tens of thousands are on the wav.” 
he told Reuters. 

Apparently trying to dissociate 
the Khartoum government from 
involvement in the airlift 10 Israel 
of Ethiopian Jews, the Sudanese 
official said: 

“ If someone comes to me and 
asks to go to Israel, I will not allow 
■him. But if he says he’s going to 
Belgium what do I know? We 
don’t register people by religion. 
It some one needs help we help 
him.” ' 

Ethiopia has accused Sudan of 
complicity in the airlift of tho- 
usands of Ethiopian Jews to Israel. 


Sudan says Ethiopia Is promoting 
the operation in exchange for 
aeli arms. 

Military spokesman Bab&ir 
Abdul Rahim Babflrtr ^reHeraicd 
the Sudanese po^tOTrSaying Eth- 
iopian Jew* were • bring 
reported from the Ethiopian Red 
Sea port of Massawa to Israel bv 
boat. ‘ / • 

“The same boats are-b rii^ 

weapons into Ethiopia/* 

Babikir also charged itatsomc 
of those weapons weft .fpsjinj 
their wav to secessionist £ 
southern Sudan. The unns 'inc, 
luded rifles, mortars, machine 
guns, and SAM-3 and SAM-7 
missiles, mostly Soviet-made and 
captured by Israel during its inv- 
asion of Lebanon in. 1932, he 
added. 

Commissioner Bodemar said 
2.700 Ethiopian refugees were 
resettled outside Sudan through 
official U.N. and Sudanese cha- 
nnels in 1984. This was sig- 
nificantly below the number of 
Jewish agencies 1 claim to have air- 
lifted from Sudan. 

Mr. Bodemar said there could 
be unofficial resettlement pro- 
grammes operating secretly but he 
was not aware of any. 

“We have not been involved in 
this issue at all. 1 * he said- - 

He said the U.N. had appealed 
for an extra Sid million to sup- 
plement its $35 million budget for 
refugees in Sudan in 1985. “Even 
more will be needed," he said. 

Sudan says it is spending more 
than it is receiving in international 
aid on land, security and inf- 
rastructural facilities for the ref- 
ugees. 


Former Turkish minister 
denies bribery charge 


ANKARA (R) — Former Tur- 
kish Minister of State Ismail Ozd- 
aglar, who resigned last week, has 
denied a charge that he was guilty 
of bribery while in office. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said he denied tal- 
king to Turkey’s biggest private 
shipowner, Ugur Mengenecioglu, 
who has made the bribery all- 
egation. “ I cannot recall talking to 
him,” he said. 

Mr. Ozdaglar, who had res- 
ponsibility for the energy industry, 
quit -on the request of Prime Min- 
ister Turgut Ozal and the gov- 


ernment announced there was a 
serious charge of corruption aga- 
inst him. 

Justice Minister Necat Eld era 
said Mr. Ozdaglar was accused by 
Mr, Mengenecioglu of bribery and 
that the shipowner had provided a 
tape recording as evidence. 

Mr. Ozdaglar was q uoted by ihe 
agency as saying: “This plot has 
been prepared because of my dec- 
ision to impose a lender system on 
oil transport and lifting res- 
trictions on awning petrol sta- 
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news 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


-Two lives lost in week’s accidents 

AMMAN (Petra) — Two persons were killed and 70 others were 
. injured in 1 58 road accidents which occurred in Jordan in the past 
week, according to a statistical bulletin issued by the Public Sec- 
urity Department. The bulletin said that most of the accidents, 
120 in all, occurred in Amman. 

Finance committee to review tax law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament financial 
committee will hold a meeting Sunday under the chairmanship 
of deputy Yacoub Mu'amrnar, to discuss the Audit Bureau report 
for 1983, the bonds law and an amendment to the additional tax 
law. The house's legal committee will also hold a meeting Sat- 
urday. under the chairmanship of deputy Salman Qudah. to dis- 
cuss a provisional law amending the education law. 

ICRC president due Sunday 

AMMAN f Petra) — President of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC), Mr. Alexander Hay. is due here on Sun- 
day for a visit to Jordan. He will attend meetings of the permanent 
commission of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies due to 
open in Amman on Jan. 14. The commission will discuss vio- 
lations of the Geneva Conventions and production and storage of 
'chemical weapons -among other topics of concern to Red Cross 
and Red CreScem Societies. 

Cabinet agrees to loan antiquities 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet Wednesday gave its consent to 
loaning a collection of Jordanian antiquities to the Italian Arc- 
haeological institute to display them in Italy. The institute will, 
organise exhibitions of the antiquities in Rome during March. 

Majali confers with atomic agency official 

AMMAN (Petra) — University of Jordan President Abdul Salam 
A1 Majali conferred Wednesday with the assistant director of the 
international relations department at the French Atomic Agency 
Commission. They discussed cooperation between the university 
and the commission in scientific research and the exchange of 
expertise in nuclear power. Also discussed was cooperation i: 
nuclear physics. 

Refinery’s sales up for last year 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company's 
(JPRC) sales of all oil products totalled 2.581 .001 tonnes during 
the year 1 yK4. representing an increase ol nine per cent over 1 9K3 
sales. JPRCs Director General Sa'd Al Tal has said. Motor oil 
sales ranked first, diesel oil sales registered second, followed by 
gasoline. Mr. Tal added. 

Court sentences hashish. smokers 

' AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Assad 
Farid Sawer and Mahmoud Dahdah to six months in prison and 
the payment of JD 50 each for smoking hashish. The military 
governor Wednesday endorsed the sentences. 

Salt office issues 4,715 work permits 

SALT (Petra) — A total df 4,*7t'5 work permits were issued bv 
1 Saif LabburT)ffice to Arab arid forfel&n Workers dtiringthe' last 
ycar.Director of Sail Labour OfficcKamat Nsheiwat said'that the, 
7,356 labourers of which 3,726 are Jordanians, are working in 
1,1 17 factories, companies and institutions in Salt and nearby 
towns. . 

WAJ to attend water symposium 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) is to 
take pan in a symposium on underground water layers to be 
organised in India by the United Nations on Jan. 14. The WAJ 
will be represented at the 10-day seminar by Mohammad Abu 
Taha from the authority's water'resources department. 
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Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat (right) meets with 
Her Highness Princess Basma and Minister or Lab- 
our and Social Development Tayseer Abdul Jaber 


(second left) to discuss the achievements of the 
Queeu Alia Jordan Welfare Fund over the past 
years (Petra photo) 


Obeidat pledges governmental support 
for charitable, humanitarian activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat Wednesday 
pledged full governmental sup- 
port for the activities of hum- 
anitarian and charitable ins- 
titutions in Jordan, which are sup- 
ervised and organised under the 
auspices of the Queen Alia Jordan 
Welfare Fund (QAJWF). 

Addressing a meeting Lo review 
QAJWFs achievements in the 
past years, Mr. Obeidat said that 
the government will seek to ach- 


ieve more coordination and coo- 
peration among charitable and 
voluntary societies working in the 
field of social development to gua- 
rantee further success. . 

The meeting was attended by 
Her Highness Princess Basma. 
president of OAJWFs board of 
trustees. Minister of Labour and 
Social Development Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber and a number of the 
board's members. 


During the meeting they rev- 
iewed the work and achievements 
of the QAJWF which included the 
establishment of centres for the 
rehabilitation of the handicapped, 
offering aid to charitable societies 
and preparing studies and holding 
training courses to help give 
momentum to various social dev- 
elopment schemes. During the 
meeting a general QAJWF plan 
for the coming five years was also 
reviewed. 


Second woman stands for council seat 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 

SALT — The second woman in 
the history of Jordan to nominate 
herself as a candidate for the 
membership of a municipal cou- 
ncil, Miss Suhetla Ahmad Awa- 
mleh said Wednesday that alt- 
hough her chances of being ele- 
cted do not exceed one per cent, 
nevertheless ‘Tm going to take 
the gamble just to prove that 
women in Jordan have the ability 
to stand side by side with men in 
butiding.our country." 

The' 32-year:-61d lady, who is 
runnine' as a , ,carididaie for the' ' 
membership of 'the forthcoming' 
Salt municipal council elections 
to be held at the end of January, 
told the Jordan Times that the 
old-fashioned mentality and tribal 
pressure in Jordanian society 
stand between securing women's 
ambitions. 

Miss Awamleh said: ‘‘Unf- 
ortunately, when a woman nom- 
inates herself for’ a governmental 
post in the rural areas, the old 
generation would always com- 



Snheila Ahmad Awamleh 

ment ‘what has become of men. 
have they died” and they would 
end by saying that women should 
be kept at home.” ■ 

Questioned about her family^* 
attitude towards her step, she said 
that they never opposed her con- 
cept and added Lhat they support 
her entirely and give her self- 


confidence. 

Miss Awamleh. who obtained a 
high school diploma and is run- 
ning a dress shop said that with the 
thread of hope she has for being 
elected as a member of the cou- 
ncil. she has got lots of new ideas 
to convey to the council in order to 
contribute to developing her 
hometown. She plans to; call for 
setting up beautifying projects for 
Salt like those being launched in 
Amman municipality, to expand 
and increase the current children’s 
play-grounds, to enlarge the city’s 
sports club and to open vocational 
centres which cost less than those 
in the private sector and these cen- 
tres would be especially for 
women to gain experience and 
education. 

The first woman in Jordan to 
nominate herself for such a post 
was Mrs. Fairouz Nicola Khouri 
who ran as a candidate for the 
membership of the Fuheis mun- 
icipal council elections. However, 
she did not obtain enough votes to 
be on the town's municipal cou- 
ncil. 


Innovative centre tackles medical curricula, training problems 


By Simone tta Carr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — Dr. Kjuidil Shaker 
Shubair. director of the Centre for 
Educational Development for 
Health Personnel of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan (CEDUJ). has 
been, since his graduation, very 
much interested in mpdical edu- 
cation innovation. He has con- 


ducted a good deal of research on 
the situation regarding the tra- 
ining of physicians in Jordan and 
has contributed to the innovations 
in this field. 

It was during one of these det- 
ailed researches, conducted in 
1978, that Dr. Shubair realised 
that the medical school in Jordan 
was not meeting the needs of the 
students. Since then he has coo- 



The Centre for Education Development for Health Personnel is slowly 
changing the perception of medical teaching (above) to include more 
emphasis on cliniesd skills (below) in order to develop community* 
related physicians who can competently cope with problems facing the 
medical sector in Jordan (J.T. file photos) 



perated with the University of 
Jordan to try and alleviate this 
problem. 

“The physician training str- 
ucture in Jordan is presently in a 
state of transition, moving away 
from traditional medical edu- 
cation towards a programme 
which better' addresses the com- 
petence necessary for professional 
medical practice", he wrote in his 
report in 19R0. 

The medical school curriculum 
in Jordan, as most medical cur- 
ricula around the world, is pat- 
terned after the British system of 
medical education, which stresses 
the acquisition of knowledge, and 
a prescribed sequence starting 
with the study of basic science. 
“The result is a medical graduate 
trained primarily as a scientist- 
physician as opposed to a 
practitioner-physician," Dr. Shu- 
bair said. 

Curriculum problems 

He also found medical edu- 
cation literature to be very limited 
in identifying the gains as well as 
.the problems due to the tra- 
ditional model of education. "A 
medical curriculum should add- 
ress the realities of health care 
needs", he said. “It is a waste of 
time to teach competencies which 
deal with non-existant conditions, 
and at the same time to neglect 
acquisition of skills which deal 
with everyday problems: “ He said 
that this method of. teaching, 
which concentrates on content 
matter and give little emphasis to 
the development of a 
community-related oriented phy- 
sician could be attributed to the 
poor performance shown by the 
students in clinical skills. 

The existing curriculum a( the 
Jordan Medical School was then 
analysed through the use of a que- 
stionnaire directed at faculty 
members, the results of a surveyor 
general practitioners in the cou- 
ntry and the examination the cur- 
riculum master time schedule. A 
model medical programme was 
then designed including the com- 


petencies arrived at as being nee- 
ded by the medical graduate. 

Under the inspiration of World 
Health Organisation (WHO) pro- 
grammes and the examples oF 
other new medical institutions 
around the world, which he visited 
and studied thoroughly. Dr. Shu- 
bair tried to advise and support 
the Jordan Medical School in the 
planning of their new curriculum. 
“This last step requires careful 
attention to insure the needed alt- 
itudinal as well as behavioural 
changes”, he said. “Faculty mem- 
bers must be aided in their tra- 
nsition from a didactic role to a 
leadership role. Students must be 
motivated to assume more of a 
partnership, instead of a recipient 
role in the learning process and 
staff must be led to make str- 
uctural and functional changes 
which support the continued dev- 
elopment of the new curriculum. 
By meeting this challenge, the rea- 
lities of health care in Jordan will 
make substantial progress toward 
improving the quality of life for 
the people in Jordan." 

As director of the CEDUJ. Dr. 
Shubair is mainly offering advice 
to the Jordan Medical School, 
which counts five of its deans and 
professors as members of the 
CEDUJ Board of Trustees. The 
university's president. Dr. Abdul 
Salem Al Majali, is also very fav- 
ourable to the project, but such a 
radical change of curriculum and 
methods of education seems to 
take more than jusi time. 
Changing' slowly 

Miss Nasrin Malayery. the ins- 
tructional designer for the 
CEDUJ and a WHO consultant, 
explained to the Jordan Times 
that “unless a school starts com- 
pletely new. it is hard to change. In 
America, universities often start a 
completely separate unit to inc- 
lude these new curricula and met- 
hods." 

In order to perform such a cha- 
nge, Miss Malayery continued, “a 
faculty needs to become oriented 
towards those goals and it requires 
a large supporting staff, since a 


community-oriented curriculum 
requires a fuller individual att- 
ention from the leaching staff with 
smaller classes of students, only 
50-100 per calss and a greater 
dedication to a job that becomes a 
real mission. Most medical pro- 
fessors today arc also practising 
physicians and are busy with res- 
earch on top of that. Most of them 
feel. “What’s in it for me?” 

Besides, Miss Malayery says 
that if a classical school tried to. 
adapt to a new programme but 
fails, “it is a disaster”. Operating 
on an horizontal rather than ver- 
tical curriculum takes a good lea- 
der who doesn't dictate, a fac- 
ilitator who is convinced of this 
method, she said. Most classical 
doctors want to have proof of the 
superiority of this method before 
accepting it. they don’t want to 
experiment. Miss Malayery 
added. 

A teacher in a community- 
oriented medical school will have 
to be totally .devoted to the cause 
and the students, and will pro- 
bably need to stop practising and 
place his priority on teaching rat- 
her than research. “No one gets 
credit for teaching”, said Miss 
Malayery. 

What Dr. Shubair and the 
CEDUJ are trying to do at the 
Jordan University Medical School 
is to build an awareness of the 
needs of the country, slowly cha- 
nging the attitude of fixed cur- 
riculum. They try to build coo- 
peration across departments, lo 
make the faculties aware of new 
ways and methods and to inf- 
luence the programmes towards 
the needs of the community. Miss 
Malayery says that the Jordan 
University Nursing School has 
done excellently in this direction, 
initiating their own changes in the 
curricula. The School of Pharmacy 
is also enthusiastic, while the Sch- 
ool of Dentistry has recently just 
started. “We hope to be able to 
stan working more in newer uni- 
versities, such as Yarmouk, where 
the structure isn't fixed yet." she 
said. 



Former assistant secretary of state discusses American policies ^ 

Jordan, U.S. friendship will 
remain strong, Sisco says 

By Ara Voskian 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Joseph Sisco said Wednesday that Jordan will 
remain a staunch friend of the U.S.. despite the 
general feeling of disappointment on the official and 
popular levels in the area. 


Dr. Sisco, who is currently on a 
private Middle Easr tour, said ar a 
press conference here that the 
U.S. will continue to be a third and 
indispensable party in the region. 
He said America is commuted to 
achieving peace in the region and 
that the U.S. will continue to bel- 
ieve that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment has been in the forefront 
of countries supporting the pri- 
nciple of co-existence of people 
involved in the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict. 

Dr. Sisco was received Wed- 
nesday by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Armed Forces Commander- 
In-Chief General Sharif Zaid Ibn 
Shaker. Foreign Minister Taher 
Masri and Information Minister 
Laiia Sharaf. Regarding these 
meetings. Dr. Sisco said “they ref- 
lected several impressions that the 
situation was moving positively in 
the Middle East.” He said that the 
recent Jordanian restoration of 
diplomatic relations with Egypt 
and the current Jordanian- 
Palestinian dialogue were the 
embodiment of the trend. 

Withdrawal from Lebanon 

Dr. Sisco, who arrived here 
from Tel Aviv, said that after hol- 
ding talks with Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres and other top 
Israeli officials. “I found a tre- 


mendous emphasis and priority in 
Israel to deal with the det- 
eriorating economy." He said they 
are also preoccupied with how to 
withdraw from Lebanon and said 
he had the “impression” that the 
Lebanese government is moving 
slowly into an agreement with Isr- 
ael on a partial or total Israeli uni- 
lateral withdrawal from South 
Lebanon “over the next few 
days." 

He said the U.S. has sought to 
help the situation in the Middle 
East “in a low key way” and that 
no new initiative should be exp- 
ected to emerge soon to solve the 
Arab-Isracli conflict. 

Dr. Sisco, who is on a trip spo- 
nsored by the United States Inf- 
ormation Agency (US I A), said 
the current U.S. attitude should 
not be regarded as a “policy of 
disengagement.” However, he 
added, the U.S. “does not want to 
take on a dramatic initiative when 
the gap between the two sides 
(Arabs and Israelis) remains 
wide." 

He said that the U.S. was com- 
mitted to United Nations res- 
olution 242 and U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan's 1982 peace ini- 
tiative. “Tie U.S. will only be inv- 
olved at the right level for inv- 
olvement." he added. 

Dr. Sisco, who will also visit 
Iraq. Kuwait. Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, said 
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Joseph Sisco 

his country will continue to play a 
role in the region and that it "can- 
not afford a political vacuum.” 

Soviet role 

The lor me r U.S. official told 
reporters he did not foresee any 
future Soviet role m the region. 
He said the Soviet Union adopts 
the policy ol “ having one arm beh- 
ind its hack" in the Middle East. 
He described it as “one-sided and 
not acceptable to both sides 
(Arabs and Israelis).” 

In response to a question on the 
U.S. and Israeli rejection of a pro- 
posed international Middle East 
peace conference. Dr. Sisco said: 
“A participation ol the Soviet 
Union and Syria in such n con- 
ference would not result in any 
progress. We will not get very 
far.” 

On rhe Palestinian participation 
in future peace negotiations. Dr. 
Sisco said the Reagan proposal 
calls lor a Palestinian par- 
ticipation. He said “there is no 
doubt there has to be a Palestinian 
participation whether through the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLOl or any other existent ?al-y 
estinian body.” V 
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Jordan, Qatar 
ratify health 
cooperation 
agreement 

DOHA (Petra) — Jordan and 
Qatar have exchanged documents 
of ratification of a health coo- 
peration agreement signed by the 
two countries in Doha last April. 

Under the agreement, the two 
countries will cooperate in 
health-related services, especially 
in combatting endemic and con- 
tagious diseases, they will exc- 
hange health assistance and coo- 
rdinate steps to improve health 
care and will also open the chance 
for specialists and physicians from 
both counties to benefit from 
health expertise in the other cou- 
ntry. 

The two countries will also draw 
up principles for cooperation to 
facilitate citizens from Jordan and 
Qatar to have access to health ser- 
vices in cither country. 

Under rhe agreement, the two 
countries will exchange data con- 
nected with scientific activities, 
seminars and conference assvell as 
books aftd publications on medical 
subjects and pharmaceutical ind- 
ustries. 

Qatari trainees 

Also. Qatari students will be 
accepted as trainees at Jordanian 
nursing and paramedical centres 
and Qatari instructors will be arr- 
iving in Amman lo give lectures at 
these institutes. The two sides agr- 
eed to set up a special ad hoc 
committee to follow up the imp- 
lementation of the provisions of 
the agreement. 

The agreement was signed by 
Jordan's Ambassador to Qatar 
Khaled Obeidat and the director 
of the international agreements 
and conferences department aL 
the Qatari Foreign Ministry, Mr. 
Mohammad Nour Al Obeidali. 


Only S. Arabia fulfils 
1984 aid commitment _ 


By Leila Deeb 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Only Saudi Arabia, 
out of seven Arab countries which 
pledged annual financial aid to 
Jordan totalling SI. 200 million, 
fulfilled its commitments last year, 
according to a senior Jordanian 
official. 

Saudi Arabia, its share set at 
$358 million, was one of seven 
Arab oil-producing states which 
pledged aid to Jordan, as well as 
Syria and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), at an Arab 
summit meeting in Baghdad in 
1978. Algeria. Iraq, Kuwait. 
Libya. Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) also pledged 


aid to all three. 

Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Akef Al Fayez has iha- 
nked Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
which reduced its payments last 
May to about S100 million a vcai 
because of budgetary constraints. 

He also urged the UAE and 
Qatar to honour their com- 
mitments to help Jordan “wit- 
hstand the limitless designs ol the 
Israeli enemy.” the official Jor- 
danian News Agency. Petra, quo- 
ted him as saying in messages to 
the leaders ot the two countries. 

Jordan has received no aid Irom 
Algeria and Libya, and Iraq sto- 
pped payments after war broke 
out with Iran in 1980. 


Zaben, Klibi to review 
Arab satellite issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Com- 
munications Minister Mohammad 
Addoub Al Zaben will go to Tunis 
Thursday for talks with Arab Lea- 
gue Secretary-General Chadli 
Klibi on issues connected with the 
Arab satellite to be launched next 
month. Dr. Zaben. who is cha- 
irman of the general assembly of 
the Arab Satellite Com- 
munications Organisation 
(ARABSAT) held talks with Mr. 
Klibi last month on the Arab sat- 
ellite project. 

The talks during Dr. Zaben s 
four-day stay in Tunis will cover 
measures taken to transfer all 
Arab communications, currently 
being conducted through foreign 
space networks, to the new Arab 
space satellite communications 
network. Also to be discussed are 
matters connected with the ser- 


v ices the Arab satellite will be off- 
ering especially in com- 
munications among Arab cou- 
ntries. 

The Arab Satellite Com- 
munications Organisation general 
assembly had decided at its mee- 
ting in Amman last April to aut- 
horise AR ABS AT s board to take 
the necessary measures to switch 
all Arab communications to the 
Arab satellite. 

Dr. Zaben is also expected to 
meet with his Tunisian cou- 
nterpart to discuss ways u> pro- 
mote cooperation in tel- 
ecommunications between Tun- 
isia and Jordan. Dr. Zaben is acc- 
ompanied on the visit by ARA- 
BSAT Director General Ali Mas- 
hat and two senior officials from 
the Ministry of Communications. 
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Representatives stage sit-in outside UNRWA 


(Continued from page 1) 

pay increases for 12.000 teachers, 
health workers and other staff. 

“The next step is to find ways of 
reducing UNRWA expenditure in 
the Middle East without affecting 
services to the refugees," he said. 
“If the next round of economies is 
not sufficient to bridge the rem- 
aining gap, I will then make a spe- 
cial appeal to governments for aid 
to maintain services at their cur- 
rent level.” 

UNRWA relies mainly on vol- 
untary contributions from gov- 
ernments to finance itsope rations, 
and according to current est- 
imates, its income will fall byS60 
million short of the amount nee- 
ded to maintain normal service 
this year. 

During their meeting with Mr. 
Saaf. the refugee representatives 
said the “claimed deficit" in 
UNRWA is considered “a pol- 
itical issue" used by conrributing ■ 
governments that is aimed at eli- 
minating gradually the agency’s 
services in the area. 


In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency. Petra. Mr. Saaf said 
his meeting with the refugee rep- 
resentatives and the agency emp- 
loyees was "positive'’ and that 
“they had a clear view" in regards 
their demands. 

Minister of Occupied Ter- 
ritories Affairs Mahmoud Wed- 
nesday stressed the government's 
concern over the UNRWA's plans 
lo reduce its services for the ref- 
ugees. 

He said that his ministry has “a 
duty to care for the Palestinian 
refugees and to ensure services for 
them and therefore it cannot tol- 
erate any reduction of their ser- 
vices." 

The minister, addressing a mee- 
ting with representatives of Pal- 
estinian refugees and UNRWA 
employees and teachers in Jordan, 
said that a committee has been set 
up to study the UNRWA's red- 
uction plans and present proposals 
which would later be taken up 
with in talks with Mr. Rydbeck. 


The committee is expected to 
complete its study and draw up 
proposal in the coming few days, 
the minister added. At the mee- 
ting. refugee representatives 
made speeches retorting to the 
UNRWA's deficit as “fabricated 
and untrue” and "a ploy whenever 
the UNRWA wants to carry out 
certain measures." 

The UNRWA, they said, was 
established upon a decision by the 
U.N. General Assembly to offer 
services lo Palestinian refugees 
and the commissioner general has 
no power to take any measure for 
reducing services. Any decision on 
reduction of services should be 
referred to the U.N. secretary 
general first who will refer it to the 
General Assembly, the rep- 
resentatives said. 

They stressed the need for con- 
tinuing educational services to the 
refugees and said lhat the 
UNRWA’s decision to stop app- 
ointing Leachers this year had left 
many of the refugee children wit- 
hout education. 
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India’s opposition has only itself to blame 


Geneva is a start 




THE Gromybo-Shtihz talks have come to a remarkable suc- 
cess. More important than the two superpowers agreeing to 
which type of missile belonging to which category of arsenal or 
talks is the agreement to renew talk. 

The compromise is in itself impressive. Debate of the “Star 
Wars” is to be traded for a discussion on the intermediate- 
. range missiles, with START about getting .a new start. The 
world must be happy with the achievement. 

Both the U.S. and the Soviet governments must now have a 
tremendous amount between them to do, since there is indeed a 
set of complex questions ahead of them to study and to answer. 
But this is okay, for tbe alternative is clearly the agony of a wild 
arms race and a lot of psychological and economic suffering 
that would go with it. 

In East- West relations this may a breakthrough, or the 
beginning of one. Successes are, or often contribute to, sol- 
utions or breakthrough, and we sincerely hope the Geneva, 
meetings have achieved a good step towards global detente. 

The Middle East usually suffers its agony in silence when 
there is rapport between nations, especially tbe two sup- 
erpowers. It ison the brink of explosion when there is tension in 
f the international atmosphere. Maybe something different 
- ' 'r^buld be done this time to erase the explosiveness of the sit- 
uation in this area — once and for all. 

The Soviet leadership has often had its problems and faults, 
but it is decidedly undeniable that It has always been in favour 
of international understanding. It is now a question of whether 
President Reagan is ready to be Great among the American 
statesmen. Not a chance in ten or so would have made him Man 
of the World had we had him only as a president contender and 
' not presidential of tbe United States. 

1 If the U.S. president decides he is going to {day his noble role 

to the full. It just might be possible to do good things for the 
whole world. 

i In global settlements, the Middle East must be an integral 
part, and American-Soviet understanding is essentially nec- 
essary for any positive move that can be made anywhere in this 
land. Let us all hope that this Geneva is the right start. For, in 
the end, the human element is always more important than all 
worldly possessions and man-made missiles. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Let’s not fight over Kreisky 

WE HAVE heard of a new initiative for resolving the Middle East 
issue. This time it came from former Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky. but nothing about the nature of the new initiative has been 
disclosed. It is rumoure'd that the new initiative is a common den- 
■ ominator between the Fez and the Reagan plans and embodies U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242 and the Soviet call for an int- 
ernational conference on the Middle East. We also learnt that Kre- 
isky is keen on keeping this initiative secret as he intends to offer it 
first to Israel and the United States before revealing its contents. 

It is premature for anyone to pass judgment on this initiative which 
is still secret. But it is useful to mention that Jordan's proposals of 
peace in exchange for land remains a practical and feasible solution 
anti enjoys the support of the Arab countries and many world nat- 
ions. But it is quite doubtful that Israel would accept this principle if it 
is contained in the Kreisky initiative. 

However, it is also premature to express pessimism over the new 
proposal, and it is unadvisable for the Arabs to renew their dif- 
ferences Over this initiative which has not been bom yet. The Arabs 
should realise that their intrinsic force is essentially instrumental for 
making any constructive initiative to succeed. 

Al Dastour: Defusing an Israeli charge 

"THE OPENING of the Coastal road from Beirut to the southern 
regions of Lebanon is a most positive achievement by the national 
unity government for months. The opening of the road constitutes a 
key to the solution of other outstanding problems and is helpful 
towards solving the problem of the occupation of the South. 

Fighting among the various factions, which had delayed the ope- 
ning of the road for so long, had greatly damaged the prestige of the 
Beirut government and its credibility. The internal fighting was used 
by Israel as an excuse to claim that the Lebanese army was incapable 
of ensuring peace and security in the South. With the opening of the 
road, the Lebanese government has thus removed this excuse and 
stole away from Israel another means of pressure which it had been 
using at the Naqoura negotiations in a bid to impose its will on 
Lebanon. 

The opening of the road means the way is open for the various 
factionsto pursue efforts towards total reconciliation and it also serve 
as a reply to the Israelis who were trying by every means to blackmail 
Lebanon. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Safeguarding rights to 
independence 

JORDAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT that it is buying defensive wea- 
pons from the Soviet Union came to reemphasise the country’s right 
to buy weapons from any source in order to secure its defence and 
protect its citizens. Jordan has on several occasions reiterated its 
rejection of pressure and compromises over ahy arms deal with any 
nation and the Armed Forces commander in chiefs statement that 
national interests will acquire priority over ali other issues reaffirms 
^Jordan's principles and national stand. 

Jordan shoulders an enormous military burden for defending the 
Arab Nation and its Armed Forces require modem weapons to 
enable them to carry out their duties. The successive Jordanian 
governments have allocated considerable funds over the years for the 
purchase of arms and for developing the Armed Forces with help 
from other Arab countries in implementation of Arab summit res- 
olutions. But the reduction of Arab financial help to Jordan has 
prompted this country to borrow the required money for buying the 
weapons and to confront danger and aggression. 

We are grateful to those Arabs who have been helping Jordan but 
we would like to say that discontinuing Arab aid means weakening 
the steadfastness of the Arab inhabitants under Israeli rule and 
rendering the Armed Forces incapable of shouldering their res- 
ponsibilities in full. 


By Stephen R. Wilson 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — The decimation 
of ‘India’s opposition in par- 
liamentary elections has raised 
fears that democracy will be stifled 
by virtual one-party rule of Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi's Congress 
Party. 

Political commentators agree 
the squabbling opposition parties 
and their aging leaders have no 
one to blame but themselves for 
their routs but they warn the unt- 
ested Gandhi against accepting 
the result as a mandate for arr- 
ogant ruling of the world's most 
populous democracy. 

The respected India Today 
news magazine said: “It could 
reduce parliament to d rubber 
stamp operation and stall the ref- 
orm of political institutions ... It 
could make for an arrogant ruling 
party which whitewashes yes- 
terday's sins.” 

■ Never in 37 years of ind- 
ependence has the opposition 
been so under-represeQted in the 
Lok Sabha, the governing Lower 
House of Parliament. When the 


eighth Lok Sabha, convenes for its 
first session Jan. 15, opposition 
parties will fill less than one fifth of 
the 507 seats. 

The House* has 542 elected 
seats but polls were postponed in 
troubled Punjab and Assam states 
and in other constituencies due to 
snow, death of candidates and the 
Bhopal gas leak. 

Mr. Gajndhi now has the two- 
thirds majority needed to make 
changes in the constitution, inc- 
luding the long-debated proposed 
shift to a presidential form of gov- 
ernment. 

“It’s sad,” said Kuldip Nayar, a 
prominent syndicated political 
columnist in a parliamentary 
comment, “the opposition acts as 
a pressure. It is supposed to be 
vigilant and keep the government 
on its toes. Now there is a danger 
because there is no check.'* 

The biggest losers in the ele- 
ctions were the so-called national 
opposition parties, who won only 
47 seats among them. 

Among the casualties were two 
of the nation's best-known opp- 
osition leaders: A.B. Vajpayee, 
chief of the right-wing Bharatiya 


Janata (Indian people’s) Party, 
and Chandra Shekhar, head of the 
Janata (people’s) Party. Both had 
been mentioned as possible prime 
minister candidates. 

The main survivor was 83- 
year-old former Prime Minister 
Charan Singh, but his oppressed 
Worker-Farmer Party won only 
three seats. 

For the first time, the major 
opposition in parliament will be a 
regional party, the Telegu Desam 
of former movie star N.T. Rama 
Rao, chief of Andhra Pradesh 
state. It won 28 seats, all in And- 
hra Pradesh, and has little or no 
following in the rest of the cou- 
ntry. 

Next in strength is the Marxist . 
Communist Party with 22 seats. 

The Oct. 31 assassination of 
■Prime Minister Indira Gandhi also 
spelled death for the opposition. 
The slaying spawned a sympathy 
wave for her son and robbed the 
opposition of its one rallying 
point: Defeat Mrs. Gandhi's inc- 
reasingly authoritarian ways. 

• Plagued by bickering, the opp- 
osition failed to form an electoral 
alliance and wound up splitting 
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Rajiv Gandhi 

the. vote by fielding several can- 
didates for each seat. 

During the campaign, Mr. Gan- 
dhi blistered the opposition lea- 
ders, accusing them of being anti- 
Indian. of cooperating with ter- 
rorists and secessionists. 

The opposition turned off vot- 
ers by promising a coalition gov- 
ernment — reviving memories of 
the 1977-79 Janata-Ied gov- 


ernment that fell apart amid fac- 
tional feuding. 

“Our theory of coalition gov- 
ernment didn’t cany conviction 
with the people." conceded Ram-, 
akrishna Hegde, Janata leader 
and chief minister of Karnataka 
state. “They said if the opposition 
parties cannot come together on 
. seat adjustments, how could they 
unite to form a government?” 
Besides Mr. Hegde, Rama Rao 
and Farooq Abdulla, the former 
chief minister of Kashmir, few 
opposition leaders with national 
standing are left. 

“The opposition leaders, be- 
draggled and thoroughly dis- 
credited, have in- the eyes of the 
public come to’represent an effete 
and dying species in Indian pol- 
itics,” columnist Nikhil Cha- 
kravarty wrote in the leftist “Pat- 
riot” newspaper. “They are not 
only out of (kite but stand today 
like a pathetic specimen of extinct 
prehistoric animals.” 

Despite the magnitude of the 
Congress victory, close to half the 
vote went to other parties, ind- 
icating there still is a huge opp- 


osition constituency to be gar- 
nered. . . 

Minoo Masani, well-known sta- 
tesman and a drafter of India's 
'constitution, maintains that by 
winning 49 per cent of the vote 
from 60 per cent of the electorate 
Congress has popular support of 
only 20 per cent of the voting pop- 
ulation. 

“Doesn’t that make the Con- 
gress quite a paper tiger?” said 
Mr. Masani, who suggests the 
opposition form a single federal 
party. 

Columnist Nayar says the ele- 
ction results suggest that a strong, 
viable political opposition may not 
be possible under India’s par- 
liamentary system. He calls for a. 
switch to a presidential form of 
government or a system of pro- 
portional representation. 

“What we have now is in a way 
already a presidential system, but 
without the checks and balances.” 
he said. 

So for. Mr. Gandhi has shown 
no sign of abusing his power and 
has pledged to cooperate with Lhe 
opposition onmational issues. 



Change at the top 
in Mauritania 


Enter 'compassion fatigue’; exit charities 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

LONDON — Nineteen eighty! 
four was a year of serious famine 
in Africa and relief poured in. but 
aid agencies say nearly twice as 
much is needed to stem starvation 
in 1985. 

Relief officials are worried that 
what they term “compassion fat- 
igue” will set in and aid will sla- 
cken before the drought-induced 
food crisis has run its course. 

The British charity OXFAM 
foresees long-term shortages and 
a need for emergency aid well into 
1986 even if rain comes. 

In Ethiopia, civil war has com- 
bined with the drought to threaten 
between seven and nine million of 
the- 41 million inhabitants with 
starvation. Relief officials fear 
Sudan may soon face a crisis of 
1 comparable size. Nearly 20 other 
countries arc hard-hit. especially 
Chad and Mozambique. 

The U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) says 21 Afr- 
ican countries which received a 
total of 5.3 million tonnes of food 
last year will need 6.1 million ton- 
nes in 1985. 

Donor governments have ple- 
dged large amounts this year, but 
roughly 2.4 million of the 6.1 mil- 
lion tonnes for next year must still 


be found. Grain deliveries cap 
take sLx'foonths or more. ’ 

. In addition lO food, there is a 
need for more aid in transporting. ■ 
distributing, and storing grain. 

“Unless this is done urgently. 
Africa will suffer from an unp- 
aralleled catastrophe," Adebayo 
Adedeji, executive secretary of 
the U.N. Economic Commission 
for Africa, warned last month. 

The outside world has res- 
ponded vigorously in recent 
months. 

Washington has pumped in 
$250 million worth of aid since 
October and says it will give $1 
billion in 1985. h is also con- 
ducting an airlift of emergency aid 
to refugees in Sudan who have fled 
from civil war areas of Ethiopia. 

An estimated 100.000 havef arr- 
ived since September, joining tens 
of thousands already in refugee 
camps, and up to a quarter million 
more may flee, according to relief 
agencies in the area. 

The 1 0-nalion European 
Community provided about 200 
million dollars' worth of food aid- 
• for Africa in 1 984 and has ear- 
marked 315 million dollars' worth 
this year. 

Australia says it will have pro- 
vided 80 million dollars' worth in. 
the 12 months ending in July 
1985. Officials say Japan gave 


$115 million in aid between Jan- 


Moscow ha‘S ' ’provided 30#'' 
trucks, 24 helicopters. 12 Tupolev 
transport aircraft and 10.000 ton- 
nes of rice. U.N. relief officials 
say. More help has been pledged, 
including water drilling equ- 
ipment. baby milk and medical 
supplies. 

Israel had brought many of Eth- 
iopia's 25,000 black Jews — 
known as the Falashas and alleged 
to be descended from one of the 
wandering tribes of ancient Isr- 
aelites — to live in the Jewish 
state. The evacuation was speeded 
up in November. 

In Ethiopia, port and transport 
bottlenecks which slowed food 
distribution late last year are less 
severe, but the picture is still grim. 
Food aid pledged by Western gov- 
ernments will drop off sharply in 
March and OXFAM says Ethiopia 
faces a grain shortfall of 500.000 
tonnes in 1985. 

ft says that in Sudan — hit by an 
influx of some 100,000 refugees 
from civil war in Chad, as well as 
Ethiopian “exiles’* — the 1985 
grain shortfall could be over 
300,000 tonnes. 

An OXFAM spokesman att- 
ributed the surge in aid to Eth- 


iopia during late 1 984. and large 
amounts pleteja 
February to Western television 
reports, s ho wnVg .tfy iri g 1 bab ies an d ■ 
adults like v&lking skeletons.’ ‘ 

The drop in aid pledged for 
March was a sign of “compassion 
fatigue", with televised horror los- 
ing its impact. 

A Save the Children Fund spo- 
kesman in London said it was hard 
to convey the scale of Sudan’s 
hunger problem. Com- 
munications are less advanced, 
making all-important television 
news coverage difficult. 

Similar difficulties of access 
have made food shortages in- 
Chad. Mozambique. Mali and 
Niger difficult to publicise. 

Hardest of all. the OXFAM 
spokesman said, is to interest the 
Western public in long-term aid 
needed to end the African hunger 
cycle: Projects to halt soil erosion, 
slow the growth of deserts, builds 
roads, promote food self- 
sufficiency. 

Private citizens and gov- 
ernments in the West respond to 
emergencies, he said, but by the 
time a famine'sets in it is already 
too late for many victims. Eth- 
iopia, for instance, had warned for 
two years of a coming famine, but 
only when it began did the West 
respond energetically. 


Brazil opposition candidate signals change 


By Bryna Brennan 

Associated Press 

BRASILIA — Campaign slogans 
say opposition presidential can- 
didate Tancredo Neves stands for 
change after 21 years of military 
rule . And throngs of Brazilians are 
banking on pledges becoming rea- 
lities. 

The 74-year-old Neves is ove- 
rwhelmingly favoured over Paulo 
Salim Maluf, candidate for the 
government’s Social Democratic 
Party in the Jan. 15 electoral col- 
lege balloting. His victory would 
mark the first time the opposition 
has held control since the armed 
forces seized power in 1964. 

Both candidates are civilians, a 
change from the five generals who 
have ruled Latin America’s largest 
country for the past two decades. 

In recent weeks, special interest 
groups have been meeting with 
Mr. Neves, outlining their hopes 
for change — the theme of the 
candidate's campaign. Successful 
rule will mean compromise, and 
the presidential hopeful appears 
ready to comply. 

Human rights groups want law’s 
eased, women's groups want equal 
treatment, film makers want rel- 
axed censorship, unions want bet- 
ter working conditions and the 
drought-susceptible Northeast be 
considered a national priority. 

“Everyone wants his dream ful- 
filled.'' said David Fleischer, an 
author and political science pro- 


fessor at the University of Brasilia. 

The slight and balding Neves 1 "' 
has wooed artists, writers and act- 
ors. who suffered repression dur- 
ing the early years of military gov- 
ernments. In return, they have 
offered support by attending ral- 
lies. He recently held a campaign 
gathering aimed at people under 
30 who have been denied the right 
to vote for president. 

President Gen. Joan Figueireio 
reinstated many democratic ref- 
orms, but he stopped short of all- 
owing a return to direct pre- 
sidential balloting. 

The direct elections dem- 
onstrations. which attracted mil- 
lions during the first half of 1984, 
were a show of force unseen since 
the military governments came to 
power. The mass movements died 
in April when an opposition- 
sponsored bill to reinstate ballot 
box voting went down in defeat. 

Mr. Neves, during his recent 
campaign rallies, has revived some 
of that spirit. He has vowed to ret- 
urn this nation of 1 34 million peo- 
ple to complete democratic rule — 
including direct presidential ele- 
ctions. 

Mr. Neves, candidate for the 
Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party, appears certain to garner a 
majority of the 686 votes in the 
Electoral College because of tur- 
ncoats from the Social Democrats, 
who together with the opposition 
form what is called tbe Dem- 


ocratic Alliance. 

The government party, in rea- 
lity. holds a slim 5-seat majority in 
the Electoral College, made up of 
the Senate, House of Rep- 
resentatives and state rep- 
resentatives. But the government 
party rebels can easily assure the 
opposition victory. 

Id return for government party 
support, Mr. Neves’ party agreed 
to put on the ballot as vice pre- 
sident Jose Saroey. formerly the 
head of the government’s Social 
Democratic Party. 

Mr. Neves is a veteran political, 
holding offices since 1 932. He has 
served as congressman, senator, 
governor, justice minister, interior 
minister and prime minister dur- 
ing a brief try at ‘a parliamentary 
system during the early 1960s. 

“He is truly a consensus can- 
didate,” said Mr. Fleischer during 
a recent interview. "Tancredo 
(Neves) is acceptable to all — the 
left and the military — because he 
lives and breathes moderation.” 

Rio dc Janeiro Lieutenant 
Governor Darcy Ribeiro, a Soc- 
ial isL said: “The inauguration of 
Tancredo will bring dignity to 
Brazil’s governmental ins- 
titutions. And that is the fun- 
damental basis for change that 
may take place under his adm- 
inistration.” 

Whoever takes office March 1 5 
will have to deal with inflation of 
about 220 per cent, 40 per cent 


combined tunderemployment. and 
unemployment. £fnd a foreign debt 
put at more than $100 billion. 

Mr. Neves has said he is sce- 
ptical about the current gov- 
ernment’s hopes to reduce inf- 
lation to about 120 per cent next 
year, saying, “We do not plan to 
combat inflation with national 
hunger and misery.” 

He has agreed to follow aus- 
terity measures outlined by the 
International Monetary Fund to 
obtain bail-out loans, but said 
"We cannot accept rules by the 
IMF that cause recession, gen- 
erate unemployment and. most 
importantly, attack our national 
sovereignty." 

The Social Democrats rep- 
ortedly are resigned to defeat and 
are trying to rebuild a shattered 
party. 

“The error was that the Social 
Democratic Party didn’t know 
how to stay united and did not suc- 
ceed in identifying with popular 
desires, the spirit of change and 
the idea a transition was occuring 
in Brazilian society" the head of 
the government party in the 
House, Nelson Marchezan, said in 
a recent interview. 

Mr, Fleischer said the military 
readily would accept Mr. Neves. 

“ it’ s what you call exhaustion,” 
he said. “The military * ants to get 
back to the barracks, get the pro- 
blems off their backs and get back 
to defending the nation." 


By. George Jofife 

LONDON — On Dec. 12 Mau- 
ritania underwent another of its 
periodic upheavals when the pre- 
sident. Colonel^Qiild Haidallah. 
was replaced in -a palace rev- 
olution by the army chief of staff. 
Colonel Mu’awiya Sid Ahmad 
Ould Taya. The coup, which took 
place while CoL Ould Haidallah 
was attending the Franco- African 
summit at Bujumbura in Burundi, 
does not. however, seem to ind- 
icate a radical alteration of pol- 
itical direction in Nouakchott. In 
an announcement two days after 
the coup. Nouakchott radio rep- 
orted that' Mauritania did not int- 
end to change its support for ihe 
struggle of the Polisario Front in 
the Western Sahara and that it still 
considered the construction of 
Maghrebi unity under the unbrella 
of the treaty between Algeria, 
Tunisia and Mauritania to be a cri- 
tiral objective of the new regime. 

Although . there sig^ 

nificant change, in the ruling mi)-, 
itary committee — which has been 
the real power centre in the cou- 
ntry since June 1979 — there were 
changes in the cabinet, pie critical 
positions of foreign affairs, justice, 
the interior and finances were ret- 
ained in military hands, as were 
mines and transport, while fishing, 
which had been a particular int- 
erest of the outgoing president, 
was handed over to a new civilian 
politician. The new president, 
Ould Taya, has kept the pre- 
miership and the defence post for 
himself. 

The motivations for the coup 
seem to have related in part to Ihe . 
critical domestic situation — a ser- 
ious threat of widespread famine 
as Mauritania this year will only 
grow enough to satisfy about five 
per cent of the needs of its two 
million population — and in part 
to general dissatisfaction with the 
growing political independence of 
Coi. Ould Haidallah. Mauritania 
has currently some of the most ser- 
ious problems faced by arty Sahel 
country, for the only source of for- 
eign currency is itssalesof iron ore 
from the Zouarate mines, while 
the rich fishing banks of the cou- 
ntry’s coasts arc hardly exploited 
by domestic fishermen and have 
become, instead, a source of eno- 
rmous profits to the international 
fishing community. The drought 
has destroyed the incipient 
nomad-based livestock industry, 
while the main source of food, the 
schemes along the Senegal river, 
are also severely affected. 

Col. Ould Haidallah’s response 
to these problems generated con- 
siderable resentment. It appears 
that the fishing industry, which he 
had identified as an area for per- 
sonal intervention, has collapsed 
in inefficiency and corruption. 


whQe many of his advisers were 
considered by other politicians to 
be corrupt and incompetent. The 
expresident had further inflamed 
popular opiniou by arresting well 
known figures — both civilian and 
military — for the simple reason 
that they were opposed to his ide- 
ological line which, since 1982. 
has been directed towards cre- 
ating grassroots popular par- 
ticipation through the Structures 
for the Education of the Masses. 
In addition, he had instituted Isl- 
amic Sharia law, thus upsetting 
southern groups, abolished sla- 
very, to the annoyance of the tra- 
ditional nobility, and reformed 
national education, giving priority 
to Arabic, alongside PeuL Son- 
nike and Wolof as national lan- 
guages. while relegating French to. 
the status of a working language 
only, thus enraging the southern 
elites who control much of the 
administration and value French 
as a vehicle expression. 

•i j '■ ' • < ■ 

Perhaps evesj-more important - 
. wa%tjhe question of. the Western' 
Sahara — the cause of the fall in 
July 1979 of the founder of Mau-- 
ritanian independence. Mokhtar 
Ould Dada. The successor reg- 
imes of Mr. Ould Saiek, Mr. Ould 
Bousseif, Mr. Ould Louly and Mr.. 
Ould Haidallah have all sought to 
escape from the war, eventually 
signing a peace treaty with the PoJ- 
isario Front and then retaining a 
neutral status. However, on Feb. 
27. Col. Ould Haidallah, on his 
own initiative and without con- 
sultation with the MCNS. rec- 
ognised the Saharan Arab Dem- 
ocratic Republic — a move that 
led to a split in the MCNS. just 
days before the outbreak of riots 
in southern Mauritania over eco- 
nomic issues. 

'The March riots led to the app- 
ointment of Mr. Ould Taya as 
army head. He had been prime 
minister since 1981 and had par- 
ticularly distinguished himself 
during an abortive Moroccan- 
backed coup in March 1981. when 
he had been personally res- 
ponsible for outwitting and neu- 
tralising dissident officers. The 
objectives of his new regime — to 
resolve the Sahara issue, revitalise 
the economy and create dem- 
ocratic institutions — remain the 
same, despite the coup. However, 
it is certain that these will now be 
pursued with more caution under 
ihe hand of a man who already has 
a reputation for courageous yet. 
cautious firmness. Moroccan anx- 
ieties will be treated with more 
consideration. Algerian asp- 
irations with more caution, while 
economic questions will dominate 
the concerns of Mauritania’ s new 
rulers in the short term, as pro- 
blems of national integration will 
in the longer perspetive — Middle 
East International. London. 


LETTERS 

More than just smiting 

To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to refer to an incident on Jordan Television, 
Channel Six. Monday Jan. 7. 1985, when a most interesting 
medical program me was abruptly cut off in the middle of the 
speaker's sentence to make way for another programme. 

It is a well established procedure for all TV stations to have a 
continuity announcer take charge of the smooth running of the 
transmission period. Our announcer seems to have failed even to 
. bother to apologise for the abrupt termination of that programme, 
but with a fake attempted smile invited us to the next programme. 

The question is what the duty of a programme continuity ann- 
ouncer is besides saying the regular cliche of good evening ladies 
and gentlemen, now we present... It certainly takes more than just 
smiling? • 

Sana 1 Famj 
Amman. 
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Has educational technology served Arab ends? 


By Husni Ayesh 

THE writer is a well-known educationalist in Jordan. He writes com- 
mentaries and. {articles for Jordanian newspapers on education and 
other subjects. Mr. Ayesh contributed the article below to the U.S. 
monthly magazine Educational Technology. 

The article is reprinted from the magazine’s February , 1984 issue. 


Introduction 

THE ARAB World, like dev- 
eloping countries in general, faces 
a number of problems and cha- 
llenges in relation to educational 
technology. 

The fundamental problem i$ the 
integration of the requirements of 
quantity (universal education) 
with the requirements of quality 
instruction. 

Problems vary in complexity 
and magnitude from state to state. 
Differences spring from variations 
in local political development, soc- 
ial and economic Forces, pop- 
ulation density and structural pre- 
ssures, and available resources. 

La t est and largest technology 

In some Arab States, as in the L 
Gulf and Saudi Arabia, the latest 
and largbst technologies are most 
beautiful. The Arab Regional 
Centre for Educational Tec- 
hnology. situated in Kuwait, tog- 
ether with European and Ame- 
rican businessmen, hold an annual 
exhibition for the latest and most 
sophisticated educational tec- 
hnologies. 

The oil-rich states buy huge 
quantities of all kinds of equ- 
ipment to boast that they are using 
their income to improve education 
at all levels. (The situation is cha- 
nging somewhat now, due to rec- 
ent drops in oil production and 
prices, along with the large fin- 
ancial commitments for the huge 
development and military projects 
already started.) 

It is not unusual, though, to find 
that new orders of equipment, 
sometimes the same as the pre- 
vious ones, are on their way to the 
stores of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation before the prior ones are 
unpacked and distributed to sch- 
ools. 

Upon close observation, little or 
no use of such technology has 
been achieved, except in Kuwait, 
which has a longer history of edu- 
cational modernisation. Most of 
the sophisticated equipment in 
Saudi Arabia is found in university 
colleges for women, where male 
teachers are not-aiknved to mix' 
with’ female students. Most tea- 
chers and experts are mainly Jor- 
danians, Palestinians, and Egy- 
ptians. Pupils In schools, spoiled 
by the sudden and easy access to 
wealth and paid to be- in schools, 
do not feel that they have to learn. 


They see their illiterate or little 
educated parents hire the best 
minds and hands to work for 
them. 

Centralisation vs. dec- 
entralisation 

Deep-rooted bureaucracy pre- 
vents teachers’ initiative in sel- 
ecting the best technology needed. 
In an area where one-man rule 
prevailed for thousands of years, 
people are conditioned to accept 
what comes from above. You can- 
not expect the opposite to happen 
in a short period of time. Gra- 
ssroot participation is an exc- 
eption. The teacher and the school 
always need prior permission and 
approval for their requests thr- 
ough a time-and energy- 
consuming process. In a 
financially-centralised system, it vs 
almost impossible for policies of 
decentralisation and reports of 
experts for more local par- 
ticipation in decisions to find way. 

TradRion vs. modernisation 

Arab people, as all peoples in 
developing countries, are in tra- 
nsition, or a state of flux. Alt- 
hough fascinated by modem tec- 
hnology, they are at the same time 
afraid of it. While they believe in 
its roie in development, Lhey are 
still afraid of the consequences. 
The Shah of Iran is an example of 
enforced modernisation without 
the psycho-social preparation of 
the masses to be able to absoibthe 
shocks leaking from modem tec- 
hnology. it is the story of a society 
unprepared for the present, much 
less for the future. 

This situation has led rulers and 
information-markers and 
opinion-shapers to develop two 
attractive slogans to calm anti- 
modernisation social and religious 
movements: Modernity must go 
hand in hand with originality, and 
science with faith/ religion. These 
slogans have been reinforced and 
widely publicised after the pol- 
itical and military failures and fru- 
strations of the Arab World. Many 
opinion-leaders claim that the 
above-mentioned outcomes are- a 
natural result of the desertion of 
our tradition, religion, and morals. 
They add that we were the civ- 
ilisation makers and leaders of the 
'world in the Middle Ages. We 
taught the whole world the three 
R’s. While they invite the masses 
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for a return to their roots, they 
(especially in the oil countries 
which finance and back the roots 
movements) run after the latest 
consumer technologies and gad- 
gets, from remote-controlled bats 
in their houses to Rolls Royce cars 
in the garages. They are becoming 
technology -of-educat ion wise and 
careful but consuraer- 
goods-and-gadgets stupid and 
hasty. 

Additional administrative 
burdens 

Modern technology requires 
that more time and effort be spent 
by the teacher than does talk- 
and-chalk, even if a technology 
aide (person) is available. T&lk- 
and -chalk gives the teacher the 
feeling of looseness or freedom in 
a structured situation; set texts, set' 
periods, days and weeks, public 
exams, etc. Talk- and -chalk is 
more attractive than the adoption 
of modern technology, which puts 
the teacher in an additionally str- 
uctured situation. 

In developed countries such as 
the USA and Europe, the school 
situation is relatively flexible and 
the teacher has some freedom of 
choice. Thus, he or she does not 
object to the creation of a str- 
uctured situation, which adoption 
of modern technology nec- 
essitates. 

A figure emerges in 
the background 

Modem technology, where it 
originates, emerges out of its own 
background. There is harmony or 
a line of continuity and a feeling of 
growth in its people. Dramatic 
technological achievements do 
not upset the people or look very 
strange, but still there are certain 
segments of the population in 
developed society who are upset. _ 
Their rulers and leader^ are doing 
everything possible " to prepare 
people for change to absorb the 
future shock ahead of time. This is 
not the case in the Arab World. 
We are transferring the most sop- 
histicated technologies in many 


fields directly to a strange bac- 
kground without modification of 
the technology to fit our bac- 
kground, or our background to 
accept the. new technology. The- 
refore, contrast, not harmony, exi- 
sts and grows, and anti- 
Westemisation movements find 
their way against such a tec- 
hnology. 

Status of teachers 

The teaching profession in the 
Arab World occupied a mod- 
erately high status until 1973. In 
that year, oil prices were doubled 
or tripled. Huge oil revenues in 
nine Arab States directly affected 
the profession in those states, and 
indirectly, the profession in non- 
oil producing countries. Spe- 
ctacular development projects 
and periodic, comprehensive dev- 
elopment plans dramatically cha- 
nged the relative status of all pro- 
fessions and occupations. The pol- 
itical upheavals and dangers from 
within and from without the area 
led to the allocation of income to 
military personnel and equ- 
ipment. Demand for medical and 
engineering professions, and tec- 
hnicians and skilled labour roc- 
keted. 

Amid processes interacting this 
new structure, the teaching pro- 
fession's status dropped severely. 
Although teachers gained highly 
in qualifications, they lost com- 
paratively in terras of income. This 
led to low morale, lack of com- 
mitment. and negativism in att- 
itude towards schools and the pro- 
fession. Accordingly, the best sec- 
ondary school graduates do noL 
join the teaching profession/ 
career, and the best teachers leave 
the profession once the chance for 
a better job is available. This ref- 
lected poorly on the quality of 
education. Schools seemed to be 
retreating, and pupils' per- 
formance seemed to be declining. 
Some educationists and adm- 
inistrators looked at technology to 
compensate for this loss, but tec- 
hnology does not work in a vac- 
uum. 

Parents, astonished at the car- 
elessness of teachers, turned to 
private schools, or to well-known 
teachers to teach their children 
privately in their homes. Some 
teachers received three to four 
times their income from private 
teaching. The criterion for good 
performance is the average mark 
the student receives on the public 
exams. The average decides his or 
her future career, since those with 
high averages are prescribed to 
colleges of medicine and eng- 
ineering. and those with low ave- 
rages to colleges of letters and 
education. 

In oil-producing countries, 
there are two criteria for joining 


different colleges in the uni- 
versity; nationals can join almost 
any college if they just pass the 
public exam, while non-nationals 
have to get very high averages to 
be admitted. They do get them, 
but there are not enough places in 
the universities, since only five per 
cent of the seats are allocated for 
them. 

This unpleasant state of edu- 
cational quality led the minister of 
education in Jordan, a leading 
country in education in quantity 
and quality and whose main exp- 
ort is manpower, to declare that 

the 1980 decade will be dedicated 
to quality. 

Finally, in many of the Arab 
States, all high professions, such as 
medicine and engineering, as well 
‘ as low-rank professions, have uni- 
ons and associations-cxcept tea- 
chers. Teachers arc not allowed, 
for undisclosed political reasons, 
to form unions and/or ass- 
ociations. This attitude deprives 
teachers of social recognition and 
deep involvement in the education 
processes. Where teachers' unions 
exist, they are under the strict con- 
trol of the ministries of education. 

Public examinations 

Public examinations, an inh- 
eritance of the British and French 
colonial era and of social cla- 
ssification systems, divert all eff- 
orts of the school towards one cen- 
tral aim: success of students in 
public examinations, since suc- 
cess. especially at the end of sec- 
ondary education, shapes the fut- 
ure of higher education and the 
careers of the students. 

Teachers and students con- 
centrate on facts and their mem- 
orisation. neglecting thinking 
skills, technical skills, and sys- 
tematic understanding because 
examinations are paper- 
and-pencil. This public- 
exam-controlled education has 
made private teaching in students' 
homes flourish. 

Therefore, a teacher who wis- 
hes to employ available tec- 
hnology (even laboratories of 
physics, biology, and chemistty) 
finds his or her wish irrelevant and 
wastes the time which he or she 
has to dedicate to the completion 
of the pre-set curriculum. 

Educational technology 
challenges 

The previously-mentioned pro- 
blems create certain challenges 
that the Arab World has to face: 
otherwise, problems will grow and 
be more complicated. ■ 

A number of questions have to 
be answered: 

— How can the teacher help his 
or her students to collect, org- 
anise. keep, retrieve, and generate 
information? 


— How can teachers control 
modern technology for better 
education? 

— How can the teacher select 
the appropriate technology which 
best suits the leaching/learning 
process and stage of development 
from among the many tec- 
hnologies competing almost daily 
for attention and attraction? 

—What should be done to 
make teachers accept willingly the 
additional burdens technology 
creares? 

— What should be done to ins- 
tall integration between har- 
dware. software, and skin ware? 

In addition, we have two major 
problems areas: 

Modernity vs. originality: Since 
sensitivity against foreign model*, 
civilisation, and technology is 
growing among a large sector of 
society, what will be the best str- 
ategy towards educational tec- 
hnology? Is it better to design and 
produce our own techniques and 
technologies, or to modify' the for- 
eign ones to fit our background, 
since it is not feasible to modify 
the background to fit the foreign 
techniques and technologies? Can 
we avoid the expansion of the tec- 
hnology gap? Can we avoid the 
reinvention of the wheel? 

Recognition of the teaching 
profession; Will the Arab World 
place the teaching profession in a 
higher rank socially and eco- 
nomically and recognise the rights 
of teachers to participate in the 
decision-making process and to 
organise themselves in unions? 

This is a democratic challenge in 
a world oriented towards dic- 
tatorship and a fear of masses tur- 
ning into mobs (teachers and their 
students) when political exc- 
itement rise. Thus, while leaders 
want an educated populace, the 
fact is that they are fearful of the 
results of education. It is a dii- 


Conclusion 

The Arab World is undergoing 
changes in all walks of life. Wealth 
caused by oil revenues is acc- 
elerating this change, but une- 
venly between sectors of economy 
and society and between states. 

The Arab World is edu- 
cationally confused. Inputs are 
attacking it or sought from all dir- 
ections without proper filtering. It 
is hoped by the year 2000 the edu- 
cation system will bridge the gap 
between quantity and quality. 
This will depend in fact upon using 
the appropriate technology pro- 
perly. 

Finally, the Arab World has to 
understand that school is not built 
on the ground of equipment, as 
much as on teachers. Therefore, 
we expect and look for the rec- 
ognition that the (caching pro- 
fession deserves. 


Randa Habib’s 
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Training for darker days? 

ARMS STRETCHED, eyes blinking, hands groping their way, 
staggering in dark corridors, eyes bulging to scrutinise in the 
gloom ... this is from now on the situation of employees in gov- 
ernment departments and their visitors. 

Because an energy rationalisation campaign has started, most of 
the government offices are in total darkness. 1 say most of the 
offices because the more modern buildings can benefit from the 
sunlight. Others, like some offices of the Ministry of Education, 
look like a black hole. There, the employees try to find their way by 
exhausting their memory, sniffing and agility. 

Their visitors? For them it is like walking into a labyrinth. The 
same goes for the Ministry of Social Development. But. 1 have to 
say , the good Lord made things right after the government decision 
by offering us a compassionate sun in the midst of January — 
making the lack of heating more tolerable. 

On the other hand, in all government offices, thermometers have 
been recently installed to allow the control of temperature acc- 
ording to the new instructions. 

Fourteen degrees and above..., the heat is shutoff- 13.99 degrees 
and below, the department's boiler is on. But let us not complain 
after all. The situation is not really that terrible. An official was 
laughingly telling me (he other day that (he dim light added “a 
romantic touch** to the government offices. 

Whether the turnout of official employees has been reduced due 
to this darkness, that is another story. But allow me to laugh this 
time. Tor we all know the productivity of our fellow employees... 

So. as the old saying goes. “Everything is for the best in the best 
of worlds.** But 1 was about to forget to ask who can tell me why, as 
long as we are applying a “save the energy" campaign, was it that 
the other day the street stretching from the Holiday Inn to the 
Third Circle was lit at noon...? 


‘Qat’ seen as part 
of traditional Yemen 


By Aly Mahmoud 

Asiiviuif j Press 

SANA'A — Their cheek* bulging 
with balls of thick green leaves. 
North Yemenis ot ail social shades 
blisslully chew away nn what they 
cal! their “national narcotic." 

Most adults spend about three 
hours a day. and a sizeable portion 
of t heir incomes, chewing jat lea- 
ves. a mild amphetamine. 

Every afternoon, government 
ministers, traffic policemen, pea- 
sants anJ paupers take formal 
break* Irom their work for what 
they call "stuffing" sessions. 

The sessions are a time- 
honoured social habit. Men and 
women get logcther in separate 
parties to chew and listen to bal- 
lads and lyrics in an atmosphere of 
semi-insomnia. 

"Let's go stuff." one telex ope- 
rator invited a Western journalist 
during a recent Islamic foreign 
ministers conference, here. " We 
will introduce you to our bliss, 
acquaint you with our national 
insomnia." 

•'Jai also i* chewed in South 
Yemen. Ethiopia and Somalia, 
but to lesser extent*, it is banned 
in Saudi Arabia. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
conceded that ,»at is a national 
problem that required a “pru- 
dent" remedy. 


" ,»at chewing i* a social phe- 
nomenon among our people." 
President Saleli said in an int- 
erview. "We believe we can dis- 
place thi* b\ broadening the scope 
ot businesses, spreading sports 
and social and cultural clubs thr- 
oughout the country." 

Arab and Western diplomatic 
sources saiJ the government has 
been reluctant to ban =.>at or even 
restrict its cultivation and sale. 

One senior government official 
cautioned against trying to coerce 
people to abandon 'Jat. 

" Oat is more of a social problem 
than an economic one." said the 
official, who spoke on condition 
he not be identified. 

“ I'm one of those (official) who 
always argue against compulsion 
on the Jat issue. I think the ban 
should be an evolutionary process 
and never a revolutionary one. 
The consequences of compulsion 
can be really perturbing." 

Shortly before noon every day. 
Yemenis’ crowd the Old Souk, or 
marketplace, and haggle over pri- 
ces of various brands of the leaves, 
sold in bundles wrapped in pol- 
yethelene. The leaves, chewed 
raw. are Yemen’s biggest bus- 
iness. Officials like to stress the 
“benefits" of Oat. often insisting it 
is not a narcotic. Oat chewing can 
take a few hours before its sti- 
mulating effect becomes I'eli. 
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Leonyne Price ends 
her opera career 


By Mary Campbell 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The soprano' 
Leontyne Price, the first black. 
American singer to achieve sup- 
erstar status in opera, bid farewell 
to her opera career with a glowing 
performance m "Aida," the role 
many critics consider her greatest. 

Her Finale last Thursday, her 
193rd performance at the Met- 
ropolitan Opera, came 24 years to 
the month after her debut there at 
the age of 33. 

Price, 57, acclaimed as one of 
the century’s leading Verdi sop- 
ranos, wit! continue to perform 
concerts and recitals, a practice 
followed by many opera singers, 
'enabling them to choose songs 
best suited to their voices. 

It was Price’s fourth per- 
formance this season in the title 
role of Verdi's opera, the story of 
the daughter of the king of Eth- 
iopia held captive in Egypt. The 
opera, directed by James McC- ' 
racken, Fiore nza Cossotto, Simon 
Estes and John McCurdy, was tel- 
evised in the United States by the 
Public Broadcasting Service. Tic- 
kets for the performance were 
sold out by mid-November. 

After Price’s aria in Act III “O, 
Patria Mia," which begins, “Oh, 
my country, I shall never see you 
again," the audience stopped the 
opera with a four-minute ovation. 

Though Price remained in cha- 
racter, her lips trembled and she 
bowed her head. When she raised 
it, her eyes were glistening. 

Price had intended to announce 
her retirement on television at a 
prerecorded intermission int- 
erview. But newspaper stories 
appearing before the first of the 
four Met “Aidas,” revealed thai it • 
would be her last opera role, and 
Price decided against the int- 
ermission announcement. 

She wiH 'continue to give con- 
certs and has many bookings for 
the next three years. 

Price studied at the Juiliiard 
School in New York and received 
her first critical notices in the role ; 
of Bess ra a 1952 New York pro- 
duction of Gershwin’s “ Poigy and 
Bess.” She sang “Tosca” on 
NBC-TV in 1954 and made her 
debut with the San Francisco 



Leonyne Price at her final opera 
performance 

Opera in 1957 and the Vienna 
State Opera in 1958. 

When she first appeared at the 
Met, on Jan. 27, 1 961, as Leonora 
in Verdrs**n Trovatore,” she rec- 
eived a 40-minute ovation, one of 
the longest in the house in the last 
25 years. 

Price, who has lived in New 
York's Greenwich Village for 30 
years, has appeared in operas by 
other composers, including Moz- 
art, Puccini and Richard Strauss, 
but she always won her highest 
acclaim as a Verdi soprano. It was 
her** Aida" that made her an int- 
ernational star, when she sang the 
role in leading European opera 
houses in the 1960s and became a 
protegee of the conductor Herbert 
von Karajan. 

She also created the role of Cle- 
opatra in Samuel Barber’s “Ant- 
ony and Cleopatra” for the ope- 
ning performance in the new Met- 
ropolitan Opera House at Lincoln 
Centre in 1966. She will next app- 
ear at the Met in recital, with 
James Levine as accompanyist, on 
March 24. 

“Pm trying to exhibit good 
taste,” she said of her farewell. “I 
prefer to leave standing up, like a 
well-mannered guest at a party.” 
— International Herald Tribune. 


Long way through ‘Swan Lake’s ’ troubled waters 


By David Stevens 

PARIS — Hardly any ballet in the 
repertory can challenge the ind- 
estructible popularity of “Swan 
Lake,” not only for the atm- 
osphere, colour and variety of 
Tchaikovsky’s score, but for the 
universal appeal of its tragic story 
of lovers destroyed by outside for- 
ces, however confused it may be in 
the telling. 

Yet hardly any ballet of con- 
sequence has taken such a long 
time to achieve that popularity 
throughout the dance world,, or 
has had its libretto so incessantly 
rewritten or otherwise tampered 
with, or its score so thoroughly 
cut, added to, shifted around and 
generally mutilated. 

As a -result, although almost 
every major production of "Swan 
Lake" traces its ancestry to the 
celebrated 1895 staging by Marius 
Petipa and Lev Ivanov in St. Pet- 
ersburg. no two productions are 
absolutely identical and some are 
downright eccentric as cho- 
reographers strive to clarify the 
story or give particular sig- 
nificance to the fairy tale. 

Thus, Rudolf Nureyev’s new 
choreography and mise en scene 
for the Paris Opera has reopened 
the debate for the umpteenth 
time, with reactions ranging from 
qualified approval to outrage. It is 
Nureyev’s -second go at "Swan 
Lake" — he first did it 20 years 
ago for the Vienna State Opera — 
so he has had plenty of time to 
think about it. But one of the par- 
ticular problems in Paris is that it 
replaces one of the most imp- 
ortant postwar productions of the 
work, one that has been in the 
Paris 'repertory for almost a 
quarter-century and the only one 
up to now that the Opera's ballet 
troupe has ever had. 

“Swan Lake,” the composer’s 
first ballet, was commissioned 
from Tchaikovsky by the Bolshoi 
Theatre's in Moscow in - 1875 and 
produced there in 1877 in cho- 
reography by one Julius Rei- 
smger„ the theatre's ballet master, 
whose competence and ima- 
gination for the job at hand appear 
to have been slight or nonexistent. 
Furthermore the conductor had 
never before been confronted by a 
score that was so complicated. For 
a variety of reasons, in the course 


of performances about a third of 
Tchaikovsky's score was cut and 
replaced by the music of others. A 
revival in 1880 choreographed by 
Joseph Hansen, who succeeded 
Reisinger as ballet master, fared 
no belter. In addition, the public 
was hardly used to ballets of such 
dramatic content, let alone to such 
an ambitious score. The result was 
no success, but not a disaster eit- 
her, and the Moscow production 
ran until its sets disintegrated. 

When Tchaikovsky died in 
■1893, only this production had 
been staged, and he died und- 
erstandably believing that the 
score was not a success. , 

Radical changes 

But Petipa, at the Maryinsky in 
Sl Petersburg, with the later suc- 
cesses of "Sleeping Beauty” and 
“Nutcracker" behind him. and 
prodded by Ivan Vsevolozhsky, 
director of the Imperial Theatres, 
proved otherwise. The composer’s 
brother Modest was persuaded to 
revise the complicated original 
libretto. ‘ Some of the changes 
were helpful, or at least harmless. 
He eliminated Odette's wicked 
stepmother and protective gra- 
ndfather and correspondingly str- 
engthened the role of the evil gen- 
ius, Rothbart. However he also 
changed the tragic ending, in 
which Odette and Prince Sie- 
gfried are engulfed by the ove- 
rflowing waters of the lake, into a 
romantic apotheosis. 

Furthermore, the original order 
of Tchaikovsky’s score was not 
respected, radical cuts were made 
and other music by Tchaikovsky 
was introduced, the chief villain of 
this being the composer- 
conductor Riccardo Drigo. 

No matter. Petipa laid out 
the broad lines of the staging and 
entrusted the choreography of 
Acts 2 and 4, the “white” acts, to 
his assistant Ivanov, while doing 
himself Acts I and 3, with their 
national and character dances. 
The production was launched on 
its road to overwhelming pop- 
ularity, and Ivanov’s Act 2 in par- 
ticular has almost achieved the 
status of an untouchable mas- 
terpiece, one that has a life of its 
own in companies who lack the 
desire or the resources to produce 
the full work.. 



Elizabeth Ptatel and Charles Jude in Nureyev’s Paris ’Swan Lake* 


But the road to worldwide pop- 
ularity was not smooth. “Dia- 
ghilev sought to introduce "Swan 
Lake” to the western Europe in 
his 1911 London season, in a ver- 
sion that eliminated Act I and 
compressed the remainder into 
two acts. But he was a victim of his 
own success in introducing mod- 
em works and the "new an" of 
Mikhail Fokine, and this revival 
was seen as uninteresting and the 
work as old-fashioned, even tho- 
ugh Nijinsky danced the prince in 
three performances. Diaghilev, no 
slouch at judging public taste, was 
in this case only a few decades in 
advance of the post- World War I! 
wave of enthusiasm for the Rom- 
antic ballet repertory. 

It was not until 1934 that the 
first complete production of the 
Petipa-lvanov version was given 
in the West, mounted for the 
Vic- Wells Ballet in London by 
Nicholas Sergeyev, a former ballet 
master of the Maryinsky who fled 
Russia during the Revolution with- 
hte annotated choreographies. 
This was the basis for all the later 
productions by the Sadler’s Wells 
company, today’s Royal Ballet, as 
well as by numerous other com- 
panies in the West. 

Despite the fact that the Paris 
Opera Ballet is one of companies 
in the world best endowed to han- 
dle major works with large sup- 


porting forces, it was not until 
1960 that "Swan Lake" entered 
its repertory. 

In 1953. Vladimir Bourmeisier. 
ballet master of the Stanislavsky 
and Nemir.ovich-Danchenko 
Music Theatre in Moscow, staged 
an important revival of the work, 
significant in that ii was the first to 
return to the original order of 
Tchaikovsky’s score and in the 
special attention that Bourmeisier 
— who was, after all. flying under 
Stanislavsky's flag-gave to the 
dramatic content. He retained the 
Ivanov Act 2, however, and he 
was in no position to return to the 
original tragic ending. With the 
advent of socialist realism and the 
requirement for "positive" her- 
oes, Soviet endings to "Swan L- 
ake” have been happy ones,, som- 
etimes with Siegfried defeating 
Rothbart in hand-to-hand com- 
bat. 

When the Bourmeisier pro- 
duction loured in the West in 1 956 
it created a considerable stir, one 
result being that he repeated ihc 
production for the Paris Opera. 
This version — revived frequently 
in different Paris sites, such as the 
courtyard of the Louvre and the 
Palais des Congres, and with cha- 
nges of decor — has been the Paris 
production until Nureyev int- 
roduced his new version last 
month. 


Nureyev’s version, d" apre* Pet- 
ipa and Ivanov, i* of considerable 
interest, eclectic and with touches 
of originality. His overall concept 
is to treat the story from beginning 
to end as the prince's dream. As in 
Vienna 20 years ago. this prince is 
a dreamer — in no mood to ass- 
ume the responsibilities or lea- 
dership. let alone marriage. 

An added opening scene shows 
a young woman being spirited 
away by the evil Rothbart. The 
prince is awakened by his rather 
sinister looking tutor to join his 
friends, and in the dream the tutor 
is transformed into Rothbart — 
and danced by the same dancer. 
The role of Rothbart is further 
enhanced by a vigorous virtiosic 
variation introduced into the mid- 
dle of the Black Swan pas de deux 
in Act 3. 

Nureyev also greatly enhances 
the role of traditional mime in the 
middle two acts, although the 
opening act has become largely a 
succession of seemingly unm- 
otivated dances. 

The most welcome change is a 
return to a semblance of a tragic 
ending. Dream or no dream, this 
version is a metaphor for an imp- 
ossible love. There is no ove- 
rflowing of the lake, but Rothbart 
again sweeps up Odette — as in 
the opening scene — and they rise 
beyond the reach of the prince. 


who collapses. 

This new" Swan Lake" hassolid 
assets in the sets of Ezio Frigerio 
and the costumes of the Franca 
Square iapino. Frigerio has dev- 
ised a last, square -co me red space 
in Victorian Gothic style with a 
back wall that slides apart to rev- 
eal watery scenes that vaguely 
evoke Monet, while Squarciapino 
has created Italian Renaissance 
costumes in subdued hues. Des- 
pite the mixture of styles — after 
all. one can do anything in a dream 
— the result is harmonious and 
appealing. 

Finally, the return of “Swan 
Lake" to the company's repertory 
is welcome for the health of the 
company. The double role of 
Odette-Odile is one of the most 
testing in the repertory, the Paris 
troupe has a lot of young bal- 
lerinas who can only benefit from 
coming to grips with it. In the first* 
casts. Elisabeth Plate! and Claude 
de Vutpian displayed solid tcc- 
hninque but not yet a great deal of 
character, and much the same 
could be said for the attractive 
prince of Charles Jude. Patrice 
Ban made the most of his double 
role as the tutor and Rothbart. giv- 
ing a brilliant account of his new. 
close-io-the-ground Act 3 var- 
iation — International Herald. 
Tribune. 
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Jarryd prevents McEnroe- Sundstrom 
clash in Grand Prix Masters tennis 


NEW YORK (R) — The projected and much ant- 
icipated rematch from last month’s Davis Cup final 
between American John McEnroe and Henrik Sun- 
dstrom of Sweden will not, after all, take place at this 
week’s Grand Prix Masters Tennis Championship. 

Sundstrom' s compatriot And- hampered his serving during la 
ers Jarryd scotched that possibility week’s Young Masters event i 

in the first round bv upsetting Birmingham as Jarryd boat him l 
Sundstrom 6-4. 6-1 Tuesday night earn the quarter- final match wit 
in the first match of the S-JOO.Oiifi. McEnroe. 

12-man event at Madison Square Jn Tuesday night’sother mate! 
Garden. Johan Kriek of the United State: 

Sundstrom had beaten McE- who was born in South A fries 


nroe in straight sets in the opening 
match of the Davis Cup final in 
Gothenburg. Sweden, last month, 
when Sweden went on to win the 
cup. and the tennis world w us agog 
at the possibility of j return battle 
this week 

But Sundstrom looked as tho- 
ugh he was still suitering from a 
stomach muscle injury which 


hampered his serving during last 
week’s Young Masters event in 

Birmingham as Jarryd beat him to 
earn the quarter- final match with 
McEnroe. 

Jn Tuesday night's other match. 
Johan Kriek'of the United States, 
who was bom in South Africa, 
beat 1 7-year-old American 
Aaron Krickstein 7-5. 6-3 and will 
meet fourth-seeded Mats Wil- 
ander in the last eight on Thu- 
rsday. 

In’ Wednesday night's two first 
mund matches, another member 
of the ‘Swedish connection’. Joa- 
kim Nystrom. meets American 
Vitas Gerulaitis while Tomas- 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR 

RENT 

Of different sizes in the Gardens district and Fifth Cir- 
cle. 

Call tel: 673168, 44530 
or: 671554, 814780 


TODAY.... 


CONCORD CINEMA 

Shmeisani. Tel: 677420 

Present one of the most spectacular worfd movie pic- 
tures: 


....He loved the American dream with a vengeance. 




■ l '-r^ >% 




Starring: Al Pacino 


Performances: 3, 6, 9 p.m. 

Coming attraction: 
STREETS OF FIRE 


Smid of Czechoslovakia plays 
American. Eliot Teltscher. 

McEnroe. Wilander and the 
second and third seeds, American 
Jimmy Connors and Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia, all had first 
round byes. 

Sundstrom’ s victory over McE- 
nroe was on clay, his best surface, 
and he appeared uncomfortable 
on the medium-fast synthetic sur- 
face here. 

He seemed frustrated by his 
inability to get his first serves in. 
he served four double faults and 
committed frequent errors with 
his usually lethal forehand. 

Jarryd. in contrast, was a picture 
of consistency on his gro- 
undsirokes and his serve was also 
more effective. From 4-3 down in 
the opening set, Jarryd won nine 
out of 10 games as Sundstrom 
went to pieces. 

Krickstein, at 17 the youngest 
player ever to qualify for the Mas- 
ters, only got in because Andres 1 
Gomez of Ecuador withdrew with I 


a shoulder injury. 

Still, he acquited himself well, 
coming back from 5-3 down in the 
opening set and fighting off a set 
point to square the set at 5-5 bef- 
ore Kriek went on to win it. 

The winner of the event on 
Sunday will earn $1 00,000. 

Injured runner 
aims for 
’88 Olympics 

AUCKLAND (R) — American 
marathon runner Jane Wetzel is 
determined to run at the 1988- 
Seoul Olympics despite being ser- 
iously injured in a car accident 
near here recently. 

Wetzel, 29, a trialist for last- 
year's U.S. Olympic team, broke 
her neck in three places when a car 
in which she was travelling went 
out of control on a gravel road and 
rolled. 


ONE BEDROOM FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Private entrance, one bedroom, spacious sitting & dining room, 
central heating, excellent furniture, TV, washing machine etc. Also 
private telephone. 

Location: near the Gardena 
Contact 662462 or 24611 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

Two flats each with a 360 square metre area and con- 
sisting of three bedrooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, 
spacious salon, living room, air conditioning and cen- 
trally heated with a large garden. 

Location: Shmeisani -next to Shmeisani Maternity 
Hospital 

For more information please contact tel: 777312 and 
777512 Amman 


Every Sunday 

AND 

Every Friday 

A Delicious 
Family Suffef 

EXCITING DISPLAY OF 
JORDANIAN AND EUROPEAN 
MAIN DISHES - HORS DOEUVRES 
SALADS AND SWEETS 


12 noon -3 p.m. 
Tel 663100 


Adult 5.500 J.D. 
Child. 2.750 J.D. 


Liverpool pays big transfer fee 
for teenage striker Wayne 


LONDON (R) — European Cup 
holders Liverpool surprised Bri- 
tish soccer Tuesday when they 
paid a transfer fee of £250.000 
($285,000) to sign striker Wayne 
Harrison, 17, from second div- 
ision Oldham Athletic. 

Harrison, who will not be 18 
until November, had played only 
four games for Oldham's first 


team, scoring two goals. But he 
had scored 33 times for the. Lan- 
cashire Club's youth and reserve 
teams. 

The fee paid is a record for a 
player of his age in British soccer 
and takes Liverpool's spending to 
more than £1.6 million ($l.S mil- 
lion) in the last eight months. 


Olympic pole vault champion . 

to miss indoor athletic games 

PARIS (R) — Olympic pole vault Bubka, who holds the world 
champion Pierre Ouinon of Fra- record vault of 5.94 metres, did 
nee will not compete in the World not take part in the Los Angeles 
Indoor Games here next week lympics because of the Soviet 
because of a knee injury, his coach boycott. 

said Monday. 

He has pulled out because of kstcndrAV nnpnc 
persistent ligament pain in his IVktfc|iarUV UptUb 

right knee, coach Jean-Ciaude namo /til 
Perrin said. 4U 

Quinon’s confrontation with MOSCOW (R) _ Challenger 
Sergei Bubka of the Soviet Urnon G K asparbv kepi up a war of 
was to have been one of the fug- nerv ' s in ^ rae 40 of the world 


blights of the January 18-19 
games. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fuiiy-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
fiats, w/w carpet, colour 
T.V., central heating, tel- 
ephone. 

Two locations, jabal 
Amman, near Fifth Circle 
and Abdali area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 
after.2 p.m. 


chess title match Wednesday, rep- 
eating the opening used by white 
in the last two games. 

But defending champion Ana- 
toly Karpov broke the pattern on 
move 1 3. After half an hour’ s tho- 
ught, he chose a new variation, 
sidestepping any improvements 
the Kasparov camp might have 
worked out over the past week. 

Kasparov chose the opening 
which put pressure on the cha- 
mpion in game 38 and was then 
used against him by Karpov in the 
following game. 

Karpov, who leads 5-1 in the 
firsL-to-six-wins match. swapped a 
warm and energetic handshake 
with his young opponent before 
play began. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, sitting room, salon, dining room, 
three balconies and three bathrooms, telephone and 
central heating. Excellent location, between 4th and 
5th Circles, Jabal Amman. 

Mease call Tel: 41067 between 09:30 to 13:00 and 
15:30 to 18:30 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Newly furnished with 
modern furniture. Flat 
consists of three bed- t 
rooms, one living room, 
one sitting room, dining 
room. With-tele phone -and 
central heating. 
Conveniently located 
near 5th Circle, Urn Uth- 
aina, Babil Street, near 
Friends Supermarket. 

Tel: 812843 
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THE 

BBITISH COUNCIL 

ENGLISH CLASSES 

The final day for registration for the January - 
March term will be Saturday 12th January at 
the following times: 

Placement test: 3:00 - 4:00 
Registration: 3:00 - 5:00 


THE Daily Crossword By&E.wnMnson 


ACROSS 

1 RougMy shaped 
5 Biblical hamlet 
9 Sousa work 

14 Yeam 

15 Gambling lawn 

18 — Gay 


(“A Tate o! 
TwoCKtesT 

20 Lodgings 

21 Diminish 

22 Kind ot music 

23 Juncture 
25 Ericsson 
27 What the 

walrus said 

33 Energy unit 

34 Double 
negative? 

35 Fpdal feature 

37 Anne Nichols 
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42 Telegraphic 
signal 

43 Co mm Iteration 

44 Sntdcw — 

46 Bovtne bellow 

47 “Procrastina- 
tion Is— " 

52 He discovered 
the Cape of 
Good Hope 

53 Cross Insorip' 
Hon 

54 Toothed tool 
57 Shellfish 

59 Important age 
63 “Remember — " 
(Franklin) 

66 Houston player 

67 Pretentious 

68 Resist 

69 Arose 

70 Be without 

71 Kismet 

DOWN 

1 BlbticaJveib 

2 Aural twin 

3 Kindle 

4 Most recent 

5 Kind of verb: 
abbr. 

6 Official robe 

7 Square pillar 

8 Excitement 


C* 1984 TrtOuna Marita SawwcA I 
AB Rights FMMmXI 


Yesterday's PuyzJe Solved: 


9 Systeiuol >. 
measurement 

10 Black bird 

11 Frolic 

12 NHelemme 
fatale 

13 Fastener 
16 Oily Uquld 
19 Charges 

24 Prophetic book 
28 Place to keep 
sheep 

27 Ambush 

28 Matter ol 
course 

29 Wharton 

30 Percheron 

31 Fla-boach 

32 Downs or suits 
38 Item on the 

hoot 

SB Scrutinized * 
48 8oundtoss 
41 Proletariat 
45 ZtanbaDst 

48 Apex 

49 Name in spvdom 
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50 “What a piece 
of work — 
(Hamlet) 

51 Wanting 

54 Hart 

55 Chan’s 
exclamation 

56 Current power 


58 Asit — 

60 Draft status 

61 Bit ol change 

62 Stevenson 
character 

64 College board 
mem. 

65 A Chaplin 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Three bedroom, central heating, first floor. Located at 
Officers Housing Project, Hanotya, west Amman. It can 
be rented with or without furniture. 

For further information please phone 664602 Amman. 
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FIRST TIME FROM JORDAN 


Cairo, Sharm Eshikh Dahab,. Nwaibi and Santcatrin. i 
Half Board for only JD 155. 

Period 18th Jan. - 25th Jan. 1985 

Tel: 666522 

Kamal Travel & Tourism 

1 

1 


•AUSTRIAN TRADE MISSION FOR 
FOODSTUFF 
IN AMMAN 

February 18th - 21st 1985 




An Austrian Trade Mission of foodstuff - and 
foodprocessing-machinery-producers will be in 
Amman for discussions with interested Jordanian 
food-importers and manufacturers. 

For appointments on 19 or 20/2/85 with one of the 15 
members of the trade mission please call the Com- 
mercial Section of the Austrian Embassy, 

Tel: 674852. . 
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SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


-A- Living- rooms ^ i.. . 

-- Dining rooms " 

- Bedroom sets 

* Wall units ''iSBSSU 

^.-Lighting fixtures * 

-.i- Oub B for children 

* [VI ode m Danish design 

* Feather upholstery 

Dsmsh-Pack Homes 

v Tax- free if applicable 
Tel. SSSBH'') Civil defence street 
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.Tne /ouiniul 
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eye lo thp 


To advertise in 
this section 



RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioiied 

The first & hesi 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


. 'TOURISTTO ! 

1 “ 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman / 1 
Opposite Akilah Hospital, g 

i PEKING DUCK ft Z 

FLAMING POT FONDUE f 

ARE OUR SPECIALITIES | 

. VISIT SOON! ! 

I Opan daily 12:00-3:30 PM I 
6:00 PM to Midnight 

j Tel. 41093 J 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our. 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 pm 
6:30 pan. - Midnight 


CHINA 

RESTAURAN’ 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take ' - away service ava- 
ilable 

‘Open daily'l 1 JO -di30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 



INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents mi orer the world 

Tel: 664060 nu 22203 besmco jo 

Cabte: H o uvibv h po. 

PO. Box MUST 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 

National Lampoon’s 
Vacation 

(Colour) 

Tel: 677420 

Performances 3:30, 6: . 
8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 

fL-HUSSEiN 

Tel: 22117 

MIND YOUR 

MIND 

(Arabic) 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3 - 5:30-3 


Cinema 

RfliMBOW 

Tel: 25155 

DRESSED TO 
KILL 

(In Colour) 

3-30 6:00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Cinema 

OPERfi 

Aush rush 

(in colour) 

Abdali. behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- /SHARABI 

2- WILD CATS 

(Colour) 

Performances; 12-3-7 


Cinema 

R^GHRDUN 

Tel: 22198 

KAALA PATTHAR 

(Colour) 

Performances: J2-3-5;30a 


* ★ *rinc- Theatre* ★ ★ ■¥ 

Philadelphia* 


LE MARGINAL * 
* 
* 
* 

' * 

Shows at 3. JO 6 8.30 10.15 

TH. . 34144 -34149 * 

******* * *'** 
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Michelin axes 2,600 jobs IUSSR-U.S. start trade talks 


LONDON (R) — French tyremaker Michelin said Tuesday it was 
cutting 2,600 jobs in its British operations in an effort to streamline 
production and end a three-year run of losses. 

All but 200 of the job. losses will be at the company’s main British 
factory in the midlands city of Stoke-on-Trent where tyre production 
is to be run down in favour of newer plants in Scotland. Northern 
Ireland and northwest England. 

MicheUn.currently employs 11,000 people in Britain. Like other 
West European tyremakers, it has been hit in recent. years by the 
advent of long-running radical tyres and by competition from Eas- 
tern Europe and the Far East. 

The head of the company’s British operations, Mr. Thomas Fer- 
guson. said losses in Britain totalled £70 million {$81 million) in the 
two-and-a-half years to last June, and he expected further losses for 
the second half of last year. 

“It is tragic that such large-scale job losses have become an eco- 
nomic necessity, but if we had not reached this decision then a further 
3300 jobs at Stoke and 3,000 elsewhere in the group would dearly 
have been at risk.'' Mr. Ferguson said. 


China stresses nuclear 
shift to civilian needs 


PEKING (R) — China's nuclear' 
industry must shift emphasis from 
military to civilian needs to help 
speed development of the nation’s 
budding atomic power network, 
according 10 a senior minister. 

Vice Premier Li Peng told ind- 
ustry leaders at a Peking con- 
ference their main task was to 
provide badly-needed equ- 
ipment and products for the ext- 
ensive power station programme, 
the China Daily reported Wed- 
nesday. 

Another report, by the New 
China News Agency, said Mr. Li 
added that while there had been 
major progress in developing both 
nuclear weapons and civilian pro- 
ducts, he hoped they would now 
apply their technology even more 
widely to civilian industry. 

China must produce its own fuel 
for its nuclear plants, and develop 
a home-made waste disposal sys- 
tem, Mr. Li said. 

Peking has announced amb- 
itious plans to produce at least 
10,000 megawatts of nuclear 
power by the end of the century. 

Foreign industry sources have 
speculated that this could mean 
contracts to overseas firms of bet- 
ween $10 and $20 billion. 


Mr. Li* s speech made it clear the 
government intended that China 
would rely mainly on its own eff- 
orts to develop the network, the 
New China News Agency said. 

However France’s Framatome 
S.A. and Britain's General Ele- 
ctric Company (GEC), already 
have a foot in the door. 

They are in the final stages of 
negotiating major contracts to 
build $3.5 billion power station in 
southern China close to Hong 
Kong, according to diplomats. 

West German and Japanese 
companies are also actively see- 
king. business in China, the dip- 
lomats said. 

The powerful U.S. industry is 
currently disqualified from com- 
peting. 

A Sino-U.S. nuclear coo- 
peration agreement signed by Pre- 
sident Reagan during his visit to 
Peking last April would have ena- 
bled U.S. participation but the 
document has not been put to 
Congress for approval because of 
uncertainty over China's nuclear 
relationship with Pakistan. 

China has strongly denied per- 
sistant reports that it is helping 
Pakistan develop nuclear wea- 
pons. 


Sudan may build refineries 
while export pipeline halted 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan is 
considering setting up several 
small refineries because of delays 
in bnilding a pipeline to export 
recently, discovered oil, according 
to Energy and Mining Minister 
Sharif AI Tuhami. 

He told Reuters no date had 
been set for resuming work off an 
oil pipeline in southern Sudan, 
halted by rebel activity. 

The American oil company 
Chevron, managing contractor for 
the $ 1 .4 billion project, shut down 
its main camp near Bentiu in Feb- 
ruary last year after an attack by 
southern rebels that left three 
workers dead and seven wounded. 

"Our partner Chevron is still 
hesitant to accept the fact that 
security is adequate to allow the 
start of building the export line 
and oil collection facilities,” Mr. 
Tuhami said. 

The pipeline is to carry an initial 
50,000 barrels a day from the 
Unity and Heglig fields near Ben- 
tiu. discovered by Chevron in the 
late 1970’s. to Port Sudan on the 
Red Sea. 

Mr. Tuhami said though Sudan 


remained committed to the export 
pipeline, “the delay has made it 
that we began to look at other opt- 
ions. .. we are now considering bui- 
lding mini-refineries in various 
locations... to meet some of our 
consumption obligations.” 

Sudan faces chronic fuel sho- 
rtages through difficulty in obt- 
aining the hard currency needed 
for fuel imports. 

“We can't just cross our hands 
and wait,'' Mr. Tuhami added. 

He said between three and six 
refineries with capacities ranging 
between 5,000 and 10,000 barrels 
per day were being considered.. 
Crude oil, he said, could come 
from smaller fields m Darfur pro- 
vince in western Sudan. 

Those fields, also discovered by 
Chevron, had previously been 
thought not worth developing. 

Mr. Tuhami declined to ela- 
borate on recent visits to Sudan by 
Saudi businessman Mr. Adnan 
Khashoggi, whose Segma Com- 
pany owns 50 per cent of the rec- 
ently established National Oil 
Company. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



hgw o»d Tnbm 
Srmfeat* He 


'You like gourmet food, but I like simple 
food. As a compromise. I'm making 
caviar pot pies!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a ■ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour onSnary words. 


DEVEL 


VEENT 


PAPNYS 




mm 



1 SIFOSY 



u 


WHAT THE NERVOUS 
PI SC JOCKEY 
lives on. 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BATON AGILE ENJOIN HITHER 
Answer. What to do m jrder to hove soft white 
hands— NOTHING 


MOSCOW (R) — A high-level 
U.S. delegation began talks Tue- 
sday with Soviet foreign trade 
minisuy officials in a fresh sign of 
the superpower? willingness to 
use trade as a way of improving 
their strained relations. 

Undersecretary for commerce 
Mr. Lionel Olmer heads the U.S. 
delegation at three days of talks 
with Soviet Deputy Foreign Trade 
Minister Vladimir Sushkov, the 
first contract at such a senior level 
since 1978. 

U.S. Commerce Department 
officials have made dear they bel- 
ieve there is substantial scope for 
an increase in the volume of trade 
between the superpowers within 
President Reagan’s limits for sales 
of goods with military potential. 

Soviet imports from the United 
States jumped significantly in the 
first nine months of last year after 
dropping because of the White 


House restrictions on trade and 
the genera! deterioration in 
U.S.-Sbviet relations in 1983. 

Soviet imports from the U.S. in 
January to September 1984 rea- 
ched' 1.7 billion roubles (about $2 
billion*, according to Soviet fig- 
ures, art increase of 70 per cent, 
but still tfelow the levels of the late 
1970’s. \ 

Soviet officials say Mr. Rea- 
gan's trade restrictions, designed 
to halt the flow to Moscow of high 
technology and anything which 
might have military applications, 
are an unnecessary barrier to imp- 
roved relations and only benefit 
U.S. companies' foreign rivals. 

The United States has fallen 
from second to seventh place in 
overall trade turnover with the 
Soviet Union over the past six 
years. 

A report Tuesday by thp official 
Soviet news agency TASS 1 des- 


cribed this as a level “far behind 
potentiar . adding that what it cal- 
led a virtual stagnation in hilateral 
trade had occurred "not through 
the fault of the Soviet Union". 

Many of the technological con- 
tracts which might have been awa- 
rded to American firms have gone 
to West German and Japanese 
companies as they outstripped the 
U.S. in irade with Moscow. 

The Soviet Union has tra- 
ditionally had a trade deficit with 
Washington. American imports 
from the Soviet Union last year 
were worth about $500 million, 
according to U.S. trade figures. 

Mr. Olmer said prior to the talks 
one of the issues he wanted to 
raise with the Soviet ministry was 
an easing of travel and emp- 
loyment restrictions on U.S. and 
other foreign businessmen res- 
ident in Moscow. 


Dollar keeps up pressure, 
markets look for signals 


U.S. unemployment rate edges up 


WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. 
unemployment rate edged up to 
7.2 percent last month from a rev- 
ised 7.1 percent in November, the 
.first increase since July, the Lab- 
our Department said Wednesday. 

Despite the increase, the Dec- 
ember reading represents a sig- 
nificant improvement from a year 
earlier when 8.2 per cent of the 
civilian labour force was out of 


work. 

The Labour Department report 
contained annual revisions, inc- 
luding one for November, for 
which the jobless rate was ori- 
ginally given as 7.2 per cent. 

It also furnishes the first inf- 
ormation on how the economy 
performed last month, and implies 
that growth remained moderate. 

Detailed statistics showed that 


Bonn formally charges 
Lambsdorff with tax evasion 

BONN (R) — Former West German economics minister Mr. Otto 
Lambsdorff was formally charged Wednesday with tax evasion in the 
Flick political bribery affair, a Bonn state court official said. 

Mr. Lambsdorff. his predecessor in office Mr. Hans Friderichs. and 
the former general manager of the Flick industrial group Mr. Ebe- 
rhard Von Brauchitsch were to have gone on trial Thursday to face 
corruption charges. 

But as the state prosecutor wanted to link these charges with tax 
evasion accusations against Mr. Lambsdorff and Mr. Von Bra- 
uchitsch, the trial had to be postponed on legal grounds. 

Mr. Von Brauchitsch was formally charged with tax evasion on 
Dec. 28, and under West German law has to be given at least two 
months' notice before standing trial. 

The same provision applies to Mr. Lambsdorff, so the trial cannot 
now start before mid-March. 

He and Mr. Friderichs are accused of accepting donations from 
Flick in aid of their Liberal Free Democratic Party in return for 
granting the company a large tax break. Mr. Von Brauchitsch is 
accused of bribery’ 

European spot oil prices 
weaken after two day-rise^ • 

ROTTERDAM (R) — Oil prices weakened on the European spot 
market in Rotterdam Wednesday, ending an upward movement 
caused by the onset of cold weather at the weekend. 

Traders said Britain's North Sea Brent for loading next month 
traded down to $2630 a barrel after rising to$26.60 Tuesday bec- 
ause of the freezing weather in much of Europe. 

Wednesday’s price is $2.45 below the official price for Brent ruling 
at the end of the year. 

A new official British price has yet to be set pending efforts by 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) producers 
to stabilise the market through output reductions and monitoring. 

Wednesday’s lower quotes on the free market followed renewed 
weakness in prices in the United States Tuesday. 

"The late arrival of Europe’s winter has now been largely dis- 
counted (taken into account) and the U.S. market is back in the 
driving seat.’’ one trader said. 

Statistics released in the U.S. Tuesday showed rising stocks of oil 
products, reinforcing the market view that the underlying oil price 
trend was downwards, the sources said. 


changes in key job figures were 
minor last month. 

A number of healthy de\- 
elopmems were also visible des- 
pite the increase in the overall job- 
less rate. 

There were 341 .000 jobs added 
to the economy in December and 
the number of employed Ame- 
ricans stood at a record 1 06.3 mil- 
lion. 

The number of people without 
jobs increased by 49.000 to 8.2 
million. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar kept up its pressure on 
world currencies Wednesday, with the mark 
“fixed” nearly three pfennigs down on Tuesday, 
sterling shaky and the Bank of Japan openly stating 
it will maintain a policy of intervening as necessary 
to aid the yen. 

Sterling briefly sank to S l . ! 370 and its vice president. \ir. Helmet 
in London, equalling the record Schlesinger. made clear in an im- 
low «een in the Far EaM overnight, erview that its priority ;v.is Mill 
and its trade- weigh tod index 2 ga- keeping down inflation, not Ucf- 
inst a basket of currencies ( 1 ‘*75 ending the parity of the mark, 
base 1001 opened the day at its The only exidenl oft ici.i I action 
worst-ever level of 72.2. was seen in Tokyo, where the d«>f- 

But London money market lar hit a 25-moniii hie!: cjtiier 
rates edged upwards, renewing Wednesday of 255.-IU ver.. 
speculation of a general increase Dealers said the Bank -,<i Japan 
in bank lending rates due to the sold an estimated SIU0 million to 
pound's weakness despite Tue- defend its currency, and us new 
sday's unexpected news of a dec- governor. Mr. S:inloslii .mi mil. i. 
line in the British money supply in told a news co.uerence !:c -a oak! 
December. go on intenemng to reduce the 

The speculation helped sterling sharpness o» exchange- r.-u m-.*'- 
to crawl hack abo' e 5 l . 1 4. where enients. 

it stayed throughout the morning "Although I do n-u ihnL il'.c 
session. weakness o! the yen wiil las'. 


In Franktun. the dollar opened long... we will continue the p-viey 
at around 3.1 7 marks and hoxe red of inter* cning in the market** 
close to that level until the daily when necessary " he sard 
fixing at 3.1*72 marks compared Mr. Sumita. who is due i-» m.-.-i 
with Tuesday’s 3.1 385. U.S. Federal Reverse B*-. ir-J 

Dealers nenously Anight signs (FED) Chairman Paul * -fleker n; 
of Bundesbank intervention, but Washington next week. .■!?«■• di*- 
detectcd none either at the fix or couragcd speculation of .i cm m 


in the open market. 

The central bank h.t*. so tar fai- 


the Japanese discount rate, cur- 
rently fixe per cent, saving: "We 


led to intervene at all this vear. would never do anvihinu on our 


own which could refill in the 
weakening • »l the un. 

In London, the yen moved in a 
narrow range nisi Vx-lov. 255 to 
the dollar. The Sww- .me. French 
i rules, ills' pushed i-'V- n to record 
If. ws in recent day*, were also nea- 
riv sialic, trading quietly at mound 
:.r,5 and 'i io : tie dollar res- 
pective!* 

Encouraging domestic eco- 
nomic .-kit - kep: market ind- 

ice- neat recoi-t highs in several 
Europe. .n eeiu.es including Lon- 
don. I tunkfun :: n«. ; Zurich, hut 
t* -reign exchange' markets :ipp- 
red content .ivi.ui the eme- 
reerce »■! a c!e,.r leud. 

'New \ork h.-s made the mov- 
ement-. m the r."i two Javr- and it 
lt;i--'nl . cost u-. ■•.loney." •*.ud one 
dc ale-i m Frank!*.::. 

*ie-*ui while. ::t V>rk the 

-t*.ek market cl - tiehiiy rusher 

t.-r its second -;r..-Z - : n but the 

v.e..k rally v. dai'V-ged by eon- 
.ern th.it an m-.p-'p-ii.ir tax rciorm 
piogruntme may he given new life. 

■‘he Dow .l i-it-s is: rial avc- 
r.:ge rosy i . I '■ k* mu*. T il. but 
. rsalw-* tiw .o'.'i i-vin’-.-nt of 
! r.-asiirv Secivijr. ra.-.iaU Regan 
.s White Ni*.-s fc cmcl oi si.stl and 
she appoint i 1 ;. s-.s o' i* • r in.-r chief of 
m .:/! Mr Jetne-. Baker t.« replace 
Mr Regan tr.-oury reduced 
l.se .-.Ire :>u v lo* uiie’est in stocks. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Slock prices again closed firmer in moderate 
trading in continued reaction io the better than expected ILK. 
money supply figures, dealers said. At 1 530 GMT. the FTSE 1 00 
share had risen to a new high of 1257.1. up 13.6 from Tuesday 
night’s close. 

Operators noted a shortage of stock and strong institutional 
buying interest. Among the leading constituents of the F.T. 30 
share index. ICI was 12p nigher at 750 but Associated Dairies 
shed a net lOp at 146 after disappointing interim figures. 

Government bonds recovered early falls to show gains of some 
Ya point, while golds were off the lows in places. 

Government bonds recovered in thin buying interest and also 
on news the Bank of England is offering a repurchase facility ol up 
to £2 billion to help ease tight liquidity pressures in the money 
market. Dealers said the bank’s move and Tuesday's money sup- 
ply data eased worries over higher bank base rates. 

Earlier, the shares of P and O and sterling guarantee were 
suspended at 325p and 74p respectively, while merger talks bet- 
ween the companies are held. 

Oil shares recovered early falls with B.P. unchanged at 493p 
after 486 this morning. Banks showed gains stretching to 1 5p with 
Natwest up that amount at 6I2p. . 

• '/fir Zh fc. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at middav on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One sterling 

1 .1402/1 2 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.3201/04 

Canadian dollars 


3.1670/80 

West German marks 


3.5765/80 

Dutch guilders 


2.6485/95 

Swiss francs 


63.38/42 

Belgian francs 


9.6925/75 

French francs 


1 942.0M.0 

Italian lire 


254.92/255.02 

Japanese yen 


9.0525/0625 

Swedish crowns 


9.1525/1625 

Norwegian crowns 


11.3300/3400 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

29X.40/29K.9U 

U.S. dollars 


Peanuts 

/ 1 CAN'T *60 
TO SCHOOL 
V TOPAY.. . 


IF YOU'RE NOT FEELING 
WELL, THAT'S CERTAINLY 
A GOOD EXCUSE 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 
UH5E JU5T TO 
STAY IN BEQ ^ 


I HAVE A KNOT IN ONE 
OF MY SHOELACE 5... 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 




Andy Capp 



VOU WERE AT THAT BAR 
FOR NEARLY AN HOUR 
TALKING T* THAT WCTWAN 
-AN' THERE'S ME STUCK 
HERE LIKE A LEMON 


I FELT SORRY FOR 
HERjFLO-SHEiS 
ALL ON HER OWN 




■W ^YOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righlar Institute !'■ 

FORECAST FOR TRVBSDAV, J.I.V £0. IS35 

GENERAL TENDENCY ES: The early par: o£ the day 
is the best time for you to ge t ir.to all the specific courses 
of action that you need to attend to. for the afternoon 
and evening find problems arising. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. ISi Early schedule your work 
load, and then carry through with it without deviating.' 
Find some new method tor increasing your vitality. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20| Find tier.- ways of get- 
ting your talents working more efficient!;-, but later be 
more economical. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Early get some impor- 
tant matter handled at home and later show poise- in 
handling other work in the outside world. 

MOON CHILDREN June 22 to JuL 21) Com- 
municate with others early and be certain your manner 
with partners is gentle and kind. Much care must be ex- 
ercised in driving or walking. j 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 211 Early handling of financial 
affairs is wise and later do not take on any more obliga- 
tions than you can handle easily. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 2 21 Get started on your per- 
sonal plans very early since later conditions are apt to 
be difficult. Postpone appointments until later. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Plan the day wisely and 
carry through though you may encounter distractions 
later. Handle the tasks that will give you more free time. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Look to a good friend 
for the assistance you need in the morning since you find 
acquaintances are not reliable. 

• SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Get outside 
tasks handled in the morning, and don't get upset later 
if a higher-up upbraids you without cause. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 to Jan. 20) You get an idea ear- 
ly but later see the flaws in it. so put it aside for awhile 
and pick it up another day. 

AQUARIUS IJan. 21 to Feb. 19) Try to please your 
mate in the morning, and then handle your duties effi- 
ciently and conscientiously. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Have long talks with a 
partner so that the relationship is upgraded and greater 
benefits are possible ir. the future. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have a fine personality and quick mind and will sparkle 
at studies in school, and should have a fine education; 
that can be the biggest asset during the lifetime. Your 
goal-minded progeny will pick the right path and stay 
on it until the dreams become a reality. 

FORECAST FOK FE23AY. * » 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tod. . iL-night are 
beneficial for considering ’-hat v. ;j aid your work in a 
detailed fashion, and z\ c-r get hu?v and organize your 
duties so they are eari-y and efficiently completed. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to A j y* Whatever your line of 
work may be, it can be iu.rdled very efficiently today. 
Be very cooperative with fellow workers. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You find it easy to make 
appointments with congenials fr-r the social and recrea- 
tional activities that mest picase you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jur.e 211 Study your property 
well and see what it really needs in order to make it more 
functional and comfortable. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Fine day to 
sit down with associat ■?« and work out new ar- 
rangements with them and improve routines. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 2!) Study your practical affairs 
wisely and know what should be done to enhance them. 
Go to a monetary expert for any advice you may need. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Know what it is you real- 
ly want in your personal existence and make plans to 
gain such. Enjoy any spare time. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get a plan working that 
can bring you the benefits you desire and be more ac- 
tive. Today’s labors could bring excellent results. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Go over your list ol 
friends and pick out the ones who can most assist you 
in both business and personal affairs. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21} You can make 
a fine impression on big-wigs today if you show you are 
an expert at your work. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get into those ac- 
tivities that fascinate you and make the future brighter. 
Get in touch with clever and wise individuals. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Some particular 
thought for one you like very much can bring excellent 
results. Your gains should be great. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 tc Mar. 20) Get together with those 
whom you want in your life in the days ahead and state 
your aims. Get into oubh'c work. Be active. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
know the right words to say at the right time and should 
have the benefit of a goed education to make the most 
of this fine trait. One who will be precise in all things 
and expect others to be the same, so early teach to make 
allowances for those who are not similarly endowed. 
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Kampuchean guerrillas planning 
counter-attack after losing base 


ARANYAPRATHKT, Thaiiand (R) — Kam- 
puchean guerrillas are regrouping for a counter- 
attack on their Ampil base, captured by Vietnamese 
troops Tuesday after hand-to-hand fighting, a Thai 
military spokesman said Wednesday. 


The key base ol the Khmer 
Peoples Njtion.il Liberation front 
(KPNLF) just across Thailand's 
eastern border fell after .36 hours 
of almost continuous tank -led 
Vietnamese ground assaults and 
anillen and mortar barrages. 

Col. Cheilin Tlurujaro. deputy 
commander of the Thai Eastern 
Border Command, told reporters 
near the border town of Ara- 
nyaprathet that the guerrilla fig- 
hting toree was intact and pre- 
paring counter-attacks on Ampil. 

He estimated K PS LF casualties 


at Ampil ai 20 dead and 50 wou- 
nded. He said casualties were low 
because the guerrillas decided 
Tuesday morning to melt away. 

International Red Cross off- 
icials said Ampil' s defenders had 
honeycombed the base with for- 
tified bunkers and trenches which 
had helped protect them from the 
Vietnamese onslaught. 

About 25.000 civilians at the 
base fled into Thailand last Friday 
anticipation of the attack. 

Vietnamese casualties nor the 
number of troops occupying 


Ampil were not known. 

Col. Chgtha said guerrillas from 
Nong Chan and Nong Samet, two 
KPNLF bases hit earlier by the 
Vietnamese during their annual 
dry season offensive, were trying 
to link up with Ampil units to help 
in a counter-attack. 

He said thd Vietnamese would 
probably try to hold Ampil. about 
70 kilometres northeast of Ara- 
nyaprathet. for some time and 
their presence "put a lot of pre- 
ssure on Thailand." 

A Thai jet fighter was shot 
down five kilometres inside Tha- 
iland Tuesday while taking part in 
an drive to repel Vietnamese tro- 
ops who crossed the border north 
of Ampil. the military said. One 
airman was killed and the other 
parachuted to safety. 


The official KPNLF radio Sam- 
[eng in a broadcast from the bor- 
der said Wednesday the guerrillas 
were forced to abandon Ampil 
.because the Vietnamese used 
“chemical weapons" but this 
could not be confirmed. 

Ampil fell one day after the 
sixth anniversary of the ousting of 
Kampuchea's Peking-backed 
Khmer Rouge government by 
Vietnamese-led forces. 

The KPNLF is in a coalition 
with the Khmer Rouge and sup- 
porters of Prince Norodom Sih- 
anouk which is recognised by the 
United Nations as the legitimate 
government of Kampuchea. 

Western diplomats estimate 
Hanoi maintains between 
160.000 and ! £0,000 troops in 
Kampuchea. 


Fire at French old 
peoples’ home kills 39 


.So postpones military shuttle launch 


WASHINGTON I API — The 
scheduled linn launch of a U.S. 
•space shuttle I rum the military site 
,11 V.indenberg Air Force Base in 
California has been postponed 
more than three months because a 
veteran of the fleet, the shuttle 
Challenger, has been out of com- 
mission due to tile problems. 

Reportedly, the air force also 
requires add it ion a I lime to read} 
the pa} load, a satellite called Teal 
Rubv. for the mission. Teal Ruby 
is equipped with infrared ins- 
truments to detect objects in the 
atmosphere such as cruise mis- 
siles. airplanes and ships at sea. 

"The air lorce and NASA joi- 
nt!} agreed to delay the first shu- 
ttle launch troni Vandenberg Air 
Force Base until not earlier than 
Ian. 2M. IV$6." said an ann- 
ouncement from the Pentagon. 
The first Vandenberg launch had 
been scheduled for Oct. 1 5. 1 MS?. 

Challenger had been taken out 
of commission I ol lowing its sixth 
trip into space last October bec- 
ause of so honing in the adhesive 
that binds the hcat-proiceti\c tiles 
to the spaceship. It is expected to 
be flight -worthy again by the end 
of February. 

The delay put a crimp in N- 
ASA's schedule anj caused the 


agency to shift a secret military 
satellite from Challenger to Dis- 
covery and delayed the launch 
from Dec. S. 19S4 to Jan. 23. 

Linder the agreement between 
the air force and NASA. Dis- 
covery — the only ship currently 
flight-ready — will remain at 
Kennedy Space Centre and be 
used for two additional flights in' 
mid-IM*5. In that way. the shuttle 
will carry cargoes originally sch- 
eduled for Challenger. 

All 45 of NASA's manned lau- 
nches to date have been from the 
Kennedy Space Centre at Cape 
Canaveral. Florida, where tra- 
jectories over the ocean io the oast 
pick up added velocity at no cost 
of fuel because of the earth's 
wesi-io-east rotation. 

But Kennedy Space Centre is 
inconvenient for launching spa- 
cecraft into orbits carrying them 
into a polar orbit. Such a launch 
from Florida would carry the spa- 
cecraft over heavily populated 
areas to t he non h of the space cen- 
tre. and cause problems with jet- 
tisoning rocket boosters. 

Vandenberg is on the coast 
north oi Los Angeles. By lau- 
nching to the south from Van- 
denberg. a shuttle would be over 
water during the critical boost and 


rocket-jettisoning phase. 

The shuttle Columbia, the first 
in the fleet to fly. is undergoing 
extensive modernisation. Its next 
scheduled flight is in October 
1985. The last shuttle. Atlantis, 
will be delivered to the cape in 
April for September launch. 

Meanwhile President Reagan 
invited the Soviet Union to talks 
on staging a rendevous in space 
that might have led to further joint 
space ventures but was turned 
down, the White House said Tue- 
sday. 

Mr. Reagan proposed the talks 
last June through diplomatic cha- 
nnels "but did not receive a pos- 
itive response." spokesman Larry 
Speakes told reporters. 

"We're willing to discuss it at 
any time.” he said. 

The disclosure that Mr. Reagan 
sought closer cooperation in space 
came as Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko and Secretary of 
State George Shultz held talks in 
Geneva on fresh negotiations to 
limit arms, including those lau- 
nched in space. 

Moscow insists that Mr. Reagan 
should drop plans for a so-called 
"Star Wars” space defence dev- 
elopment programme. 


Greece approves new defence policy 


ATHENS (Ri — Greek foreign 
at fairs and defence experts have 
approved a new defence policy 
which officials say stresses the 
perceived military threat of fellow 
NATO member Turkey more 
titan that of neighbouring Com- 
munist states. 

The experts, meeting under 
Socialist Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandrcou. approved a policy 
document, but an official sta- 
tement gave few details. 

Greek officials sard in advance 
of the meeting that the text would 
reflect their belief that the military 
threat to Greece comes from Tur- 
key. not trom Communist nei- 
ghbours. Greece borders on Yug- 
oslavia. Bulgaria and Albania to 
the north. 

The Niaicmcni said the new phi- 
losophy w as b.r«cd on the idea that 
"Greece does not claim anvthinu 


from anybody, but does not give 
up anything to anybody over sov- 
ereign rights.” Greece often uses 
this phrase to describe policy over 
Turkey. 

Greek officials have said the 
new doctrine will not affect forces 
normally earmarked for the Atl- 
antic alliance. Mr. Papandrcou 
has said Greece would prefer to be 
out of NATO, but he has made it 
clear this is a long-term goal. 

A senior Greek source said the 
document "did not necessarily 
imply a redeployment of forces. It 
involves a clarification ol the pur- 
pose of the existing deployment." 

Newspapers close to the con- 
servative opposition, which gov- 
erned from 1M74-M. have been 
sceptical about how new the doc- 
trine is. saying Greek defence thi- 
nking had concentrated on a pos- 
sible Turkish invasion ever since 


1974. when Turkey invaded Cyp- 
rus. 

The official statement said the 
document "was also based on the 
pplication of a truly mul- 
tidimensional foreign policy 
whose axis is the development of 
relations of friendship and coo- 
peration with all countries.’' 

Similar language has been used 
by Greek officials to describe eff- 
orts. begun under the con- 
servatives and intensified by Mr. 
Papandrcou. to improve relations 
with Eastern Europe. 

The official statement said the 
new defence doctrine also covers 
arms procurement policies. 

Greek officials have said their 
country, overwhelmingly reliant 
•on Western arms, wants to build 
up its own fledgling arms industry 
and reduce dependence on out- 
side sources. 


El Salvador 
gets U.S. 
gunship 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
United States has supplied El Sal- 
vador’s air force with a gunship 
capable of firing 2,000 machine- 
gun rounds a minute to boost its 
strength against leftist guerrillas, 
an American official has said. 

The official said the C-47 
rwin-propellor aircraft fitted with 
three 50mm machine-guns had 
arrived during the last two weeks 
and had already been in action at 
least once against rebels. 

He said the low-flying, slow- 
moving aircraft could be used at 
night as well as in the day. 

Washington has for several 
months been considering con- 
verting Salvadorean DC-3 aircraft 
to AC-47 gunships — the type 
known as “puff the magic dra- 
gon". which earned a fearsome 
reputation in Vietnam for its abi- 
lity to fire 1 £.000 rounds a minute. 

The U.S. official said the C-47 
had slower-firing guns which were 
easier io maintain. Nevertheless, 
it had considerable and accurate 
firepower which made it more sui- 
table than a bomber in some ope- 
rations. 

Human rights groups have said 
bombing runs by the air force inf- 
lict more casualties on civilians 
near combat zones than on gue- 
rrillas.' • 

U.S. officials have said gunships 
can attack with more precision 
than bombers. But the human 
rights groups argue that improper 
use of gunships could lead to even 
greater casualties among civilians. 

A spokesman for the rebel Far- 
abundo Marti Liberation Front 
said yesterday that an aircraft res- 
embling a C-47 had strafed rebel, 
positions on the Guazapa Volcano 
north of the capital. 

The U.S. official said he did not 
know if more C-47s would be sent 
to El Salvador, which depends on 
U.S. aid in its war against the reb- 
els. 

Military observers said C-47s 
could improve the army’s per- 
formance in the civil war and limit 
the rebels' ability to attack ins- 
tallations like bridges and fac- 
tories. 
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AN ENTRY IN A VOID SUIT 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* K 4 
'-'8 5 32 
■> Q 86 

* A J73 

WEST EAST 

♦ 2 * 10863 

" 764 T J 109 

v J 16 7 5 0 K 9 

* 109862 4KQ54 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 9 75 
T AKQ 

A 432 

* Void 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 v Pass 3 * Pass 

4 ♦ Pass 5 v Pass 

6 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of ♦. 

If you have the choice of 
winning a trick in one hand 
with a high card or in the 
other with a ruff, it is often 
right to ruff if you can afford 
to spend a trump. That prin- 
ciple bore unexpected fruit 
on this deal. 

Note North's falsft pref- 
erence of three spades on a 
doubleton honor. This is 
clearly the correct bid 
because he needs four-card 
support to raise South's 
second suit. When South 
simply went on to game. 
North made one more move 
by showing his diamond 
feaLure. and South needed no 
further encouragement. 


W cst led the top of his club 
sequence, and it seemed the 
contract hinged on finding 
West with the king of dia- 
monds. Indeed, had declarer 
won the ace of clubs at trick 
one. that would have been 
the case. However, declarer 
wisely played low from the 
table and ruffed in hand. He 
drew trumps in four rounds, 
with West and dummy both 
slutting clubs. 

Before committing himself 
to a diamond lead toward the 
queen, declarer cashed his 
three hearts. Both defenders 
followed, so the board's 
remaining heart was estab- 
lished. Now declarer cashed 
the ace of diamonds and 
continued with a low dia 
mond to the queen and East’s 
king. Declarer’s careful 
groundwork now paid a huge 
dividend. 

9 

East was down to nothing 
but clubs, so he was forced to 
throw dummy on lead with 
the ace of that suit. Declarer 
discarded his remaining 
diamonds on the high club 
and the heart winner, and a 
slam that seemed doomed 
came home for handsome 
profit. 

We are not claiming that 
declarer foresaw ail this 
when he duelled the club at 
trick one. It is simply a case 
of good technique earning a 
just reward. 


Seoul renews call for 
summit talks with North 


SEOUL. South Korea (Agencies) 
— South Korean President Chun 
Doo-Hwan Wednesday renewed 
his call for summit talks between 
South and North Korea and also 
proposed an exchange of “liaison 
missions" between the two Kor- 
ean capitals. 

There was apparently no link 
between Mr. Chun's comments 
and the announcement Wed- 
nesday by North Korean officials 
that they were postponing hum- 
anitarian talks with the South bec- 
ause of upcoming joint man- 
oeuvres of South Korean and 
American troops. 

As he did when he first aired a 
similar proposal four years ago, 
Mr. Chun referred to the North 
Korean leader as President Kim 11 
Sung, a formal form of address 
seldom used by South Korean off- 
icials for the North Korean ruler. 

“At a lime when exchanges of 
visits with foreign leaders have 
become almost routine, there is no 
reason why the top leaders of the 
South and the North cannot meet 
with each other." Mr. Chun said in 
a New Year policy address before 
the National Assembly. 

The North Korean President in 
an earlier New Year message to 
his people said a top-level meeting 
between the South and North may 
become possible if talks between 
lower-level officials continued “ in 
accordance with the spirit of nat- 
ional reunification.’’ 

South Korea, however, has 
urged the North to agree to a 
summit talk immediately without 
preconditions. 

The South Korean president 
also proposed that “permanent 
liaison missions be stationed in 
Seoul and Pyongyang in order to 
ease South-North tensions..." 


The South and the North were 
split at the 3Rth parallel at the end 
of World War II and became bitter 
enemies during the Korean War. 

Meanwhile about 200 police 
Wednesday surrounded the hom£ 
of leading South Korean dissident 
Kim Young-Sam for the second 
day in a row. to enforce a gov- 
ernment ban on him taking part in' 
political activities. 

But the police later withdrew 
without explanation and Mr. Kim 
was able to leave for meed ngs with 
political colleagues. 

The former opposition leader 
was stopped from leaving the 
house yesterday when 150 police, 
blocked a street leading to it for 
almost three hours. 

Mr. Kim, 57. is one of 15 dis- 
sidents subject to a government 
ban on political activity. Police 
admitted they were preventing 
him from attending meetings con- 
nected with general elections exp- 
ected in February. 

On Wednesday larger force of 
police — estimated at more than 
200 — turned up and at one point 
surrounded the building and pre- 
vented people from entering the 
house, eyewitnesses said. 

Mr. Kim told reporters he 
would never yield to government 
threats and would continue to 
fight against what he called a mil- 
itary dictatorship. 

He said he considered the ban 
illegal and could not accept what 
amounted to daily house arrest. 
He has been subjected to two long 
periods of house arrest in the past 
three years. 

Mr. Kim. along with former 
presidential candidate Kim Dae- 
Jung, is banned from taking part in 
politics by President Chun Doo 
H wan's government until I9RR. 


BEAUVAIS, France (R) — Pre- 
sident Francois Mitterrand del- 
ayed a cabinet meeting and hea- 
ded for this northern French town 
Wednesday as the death toll in a 
fire in an old people's home was 
reported to have reached 39. 

The Elysee Palace said Mr. Mit- 
terrand had left for GrandviUiers, 
a suburb of Beauvais 75 kil- 
ometres north of Paris, to visit the 
devastated hospice, hit by fire 
early Wednesday. He was also 
expected to meet some of the 160 
survivors. 

French radio said the death toll 
had reached 39, although a spo- 
kesman at the local prefecture said 
the latest official figure was still 
30. 

Meanwhile firemen in the town 
of Troyes, south east of Paris, str- 
uggled' with frozen hoses and 
water mains as fire raged unc- 
hecked through a row of shops. 
Local officials said there were no 
casualties.- 

Eyewitnesses said the fire, 
which started about 1 a.m., eng- 
ulfed the first floor of the two- 
storey building in GrandviUiers 
which housed 200 old people, 
many of them bedridden. 

Charles Falluel, a local doctor 
who took part in rescue operations 
throughout the night, blamed the 
fire on freezing weather which 
burst a water pipe and short- 
circuited an electric cable in the 
roof. 

“When 1 got there flames were 
engulfing the top floor, pouring 
out of the roof. It was a miracle no 
one was killed," he said. 

Several of the 160 firemen who 
spent five hours battling the blaze 
suffered from frostbite in sub-zero 
conditions. 

Mr. Mitterrand delayed the 
start of the weekly cabinet mee- 
ting by an hour and a quarter in * 


order to travel to Beauvais. 

Local officials said it was one of 
the heaviest death tolls in a fire of 
this nature in France. In May 
.1982, 22 people died when fire 
swept through a school for han- 
dicapped children in south wes- 
tern France and 21 old people suf- 
focated when fire hit their hospice 
in Dijon in April 1980. 

In the ancient city of Troyes, 
scores of firefighters battled a 
blaze spreading through the str- 
eets of the city centre early Wed- 
nesday, officials said. 

There were no victims but sev- 
eral shops were already razed and 
the fire was spreading, the officials 
added. 

They said firemen were unable 
to find sufficient water to put out 
the blaze because a five-day cold 
spell had left water-pipes frozen 
solid. The fire broke out at 3 a.m. 

In Beauvais, firemen brought 
the blaze under control at 6 a.m. 
and were searching the wreckage. 

One rescue worker said firemen 
from all over the region sped to 
the scene but added: “Because the 
victims were sick, bedridden and 
aged, many were unable ro res- 
pond or react in time." 

Prime Minister Laurent Fabius 
issued a statement saying the fire 
had been accidental and sent three 
ministers to the scene. They were 
Interior Minister Pierre Joxe, Soc- 
ial Affairs Minister Georgina 
Dufoix and Secretary of State for 
the Elderly Joseph Franceschi. 

As fire ravaged the old people' s 
home at GrandviUiers, firemen 
and rescue workers ferried some 
1 60 occupants to local hospitals. 

A spokesman at the Beauvais 
Prefecture said that one wing of 
the hospice had been destroyed in 
the fire. He added: “There are still 
bodies in there. We haven't got 
them aU out yet." 


COLUMN 


Nicaraguan leaders see 
hard times ahead 


MANAGUA (R) — A Sandinist 
leader Wednesday painted a glo- 
omy picture of Nicaragua's future, 
saying the inauguration of an ele- 
cted president would do nothing 
to lessen military and economic 
pressure from the United States. 

On the eve of the ceremonial 
swearing-in of Daniel Ortega as 
president, one of his colleagues in 
the nine-man directorate of the- 
ruling Sandinist National Lib- 
eration Front (FSLN) said the war 
against U.S.-backed insurgents 
would rage unabated and continue 


to drain the economy here.' 

“There is a difficult year ahead, 
worse than last year." said Bay- 
ardo Aice. the FSLN directorate's 
coordinator of political affairs. 
“There is no sign that the Reagan 
administration intends to change 
Us policy of aggression against 
Nicaragua." he added in an int- 
erview with Reuters. 

Diplomats here say the ina- 
uguration of Ortega comes at a 
time when Nicaragua’s leadership 
is grappling with its worst eco- 
nomic and military problems- 


Iraqi doctor found gagged, stabbed 

LONDON { AP) — An Iraqi doctor studying in Britain was found 
stabbed and seriously wounded in his cat parked at the side of 
expressway in southern England, police said. A truck driver found 
Dr Enad Hammodi. 3 1 . slumped in his car on the V« Expreway 
near Reading. 58 kilometres west of London, according io police. 
Police detective superintendent David Freeland said Dr. Ham- 
modi was “apparently seriously injured" but was expected io 
survive. He said the doctor was found bound and gagged and 
suffered multiple stab wounds. No information on his assailant or 
assailants was yet known but a getwav car was used in the attack. 

Freeland said. 

Cobra puts radio station off the air 

GARISSA. Kenya (R) — A radio station in northeastern Kenya 
went off the air for two hours Tuesday after a 1 30- met re Cobra 
slithered into a studio, the Kenya News Agency (KN A) reported 
Wednesday. A spanner thrown by an employee killed the poi- 
sonous intruder after electric shocks and a spray ot methylated 
spirits failed to drive it out. A local employee said the station, in 
the town of Garissd. was constantly doing battle with scorpions 
and snakes. 

Nixon has severe shingles 

NEW YORK (R) — Former President Richard Nixon has a 
severe case of shingles and is in excruciating pain, his adm- 
inistrative assistant said Tuesday. Shingles, caused by the Chicken 
Pox virus, is a form of herpes which affects the nerve endings, 
causing high fevers and blisters along the affected nerves. Mr. 
Nixon is afflicted on his left shoulder and upper back, said John 
Taylor, the administrative assistant at his New York office. “Som- 
eone said it’s like having molten metal poured on your skin." he 
added. 

Top aide to Prince Charles quits 

LONDON (R) — The man grooming Prince Charles to be Bri- 
tain's future king has resigned as his private secretary after six 
years. Buckingham Palace said Wednesday the resignation of 
45-year-old Edward Adeane had been received with regret. He 
would leave his post on March 31. The Daily Express said royal 
circles were rocked by the sudden resignation of Mr. Adeane, a 
Cambridge-educated barrister and bachelor who came from a 
long line of courtiers. Adean had also been serving as private 
secretary and treasurer ro Prince Charles' wife. Princess Diana % 
for the last year, taking over when her top aide Oliver Everett’ 
quit. 

Charlton Heston makes stage debut 

LONDON (R) — Charlton Heston, a Hollywood superstar for 
three decades, will make his long-awaited debut on the London 
stage next month. Heston, 60. will direct and star in the Caine 
Mutiny Court-Martial. He told reporters Tuesday: "If you 
haven’t acted on the stage in London, you haven’t acted at all. The 
London stage is still the capital of the English-speaking theatre." 
Heston will play Lieutenant Commander Queeg, a role made 
famous by Humphrey Bogart in the 1954 film version of the 
American play. The play will be staged in Brighton, Bath and 
Manchester before opening at the Queen’s theatre in London on 
Feb. 28. 
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YOUNG AT HEART 
By Fruit R- Jteku 


Edited by Herb" Etlcmoa - 


ACROSS 
1 Grey wort 
S Architectural 
feature 
8 teundito 
14 Converses 

Wr 

18 Shamrock land 

20 Nobleman 

21 Stowdosm, 
tmaJcaBy 

22 Metric 


23 Start ota 


27 Caustic 
aitatanee 

28 Breathe 
28 Secular 
30 Telepathic 

Initials? 

21 Title of 


DOWN 

1 Befl sound 

2 Unctuous 

3 Pa. port 

4 Enc ount ered 

5 Hypersensitive 

6 Denials 

7 Too much: Fr. 

8 Improvise 

8 Rapid musical 


32 Start kiaiarm 
38 Trap a hoo t lng 
37 Monkey-Mie 
mammals 

41 True:Fr. 

42 Lemon skki 

43 Ver se co ntinued 

49 Height abbr. 

50 Waeps 

51 Boatman’s need 

52 NovtoKvar. 

53 Ambidance 
attendant 

55 OM-tfme 
DanWi money 

56 Mythical aptrtt 

58 — Hall U. 

59 -NaNa 
61 Bridge 
63 Solem n 

affirmation 
85 Weight 


28 Ascended 
31 Servile 

33 “My — Sat" 

34 Put me — 
lend) 

38 Remove In 
away 

37 Strong wind 

38 Filed with 


66 Veme continued 

73 EdRde tuber 

74 Wasatthedhi 

75 Advertleer’s 

7.K5* 


77 Amuse to 
action 

78 PrevaMng 
to d k ta tion 

81 Neargrads 

84 Thin cracker 

88 SjeBors' 
patron saint 

89 AGebor 

90 Gauche rope 

92 Raised mark 

93 Verse continued 

99 Bloody 

100 Brother of 
Jacob 


60 Pother 
62 Historic 


101 Noisy s le e p a m 

102 Poplar troe 
104 Certain Insect 

antennae 

106 Deface 

107 Pie — mode 

108 Cicatrix 
110 Rx firmly In 

the mind 
113 Grassyturf 
116 Conclusion ot 


10 — culpa 

11 Conjunction 

12 Class 

13 Davenport 

14 Racetrack 
figure 

15 Pronoui 

18 "A poem lovely 
as—" 

17 S ec r et m ee ti ng 

18 Percolate 
slowly 

24 —and amor 

25 Herds 


39 Other Sp. 

40 Incite 

42 Despised one 

43 Term: abbr. 

44 Pel reetralner 

45 Estate 

46 ft statesman 

47 Stream 

48 Fr. d e p a rt m e nt 
54 Lika caramel 

candy 

58 Surfeited 

57 Data briefly 

58 Termagant 


64 BaU holder 
68 Lesions 

67 FhLcity 

68 Mmasaitf ragout 
80 Btoodcarrier 

70 8a of use 

71 Begin n in g 

72 Wotey q uarrel e r 
78 Secret society 
80 Appurtenance 

for Renoir 
82 Stadium sounds 
63 Laurel 


121 Radiate 

122 Newspaper. 
radtoendTV 

123 Window 
section 

124 Finnish poem 

126 OidGer.coln 
128 Mimics 

127 Waked 

128 Poems 


95 U ps t and in g 

96 Harem room 

97 Nine days' 
devotions 

98 Of sn ok 
iantitprel. 

102 Island greeting 

103 Herb for 
cookery 

104 Move slowly 

105 Aswan's land 

107 Helper abbr. 

108 — Mater 

111 Beck 

112 — Umefneverl 

113 Potato 



85 Impartial 

86 BP OE wort 

114 Riser fai Fr. 

115 Changes color 

1. 

67 Female ruff 

117 Chemical suff. 

2. 

90 Send back 

116 Presidential 

3. 

91 Reduced toe 

monogram 

spray in Eng. 
94 Plstof packin' 

119 Atmosphere 

120 Sign seen on 

4. 

device 

Broadway 



Diagramfess 17 X 17. by Mary Cee Whitten 
ACROSS 

1 Comic bark 25 Parbrerof 41 From — Z . 

•Pways taw 44 Perched 

9 Cry 26 Bedouin 47 Peecsof nM 

12— do Boulogne 28 Usurpers 50 Downright 

14 tenter or Love 80 Needy 62 Bossed a 

15 Architect 33 TVsArtodgc movie 


62 Spire 

64 The yoke's on 
them 

65 WoOmannered 
67 Washer's mate 


Saarinen 

34 Idontffiadby 

54 Place tor 

69 Corrects a 

17 Blood vessel 

court 

Bght meals. 

lest 

19 Banishes 

38 “Do -disturb" 

56 Fish locale 

70 Picnic pests 

20 Campus aroo 

37 Mao— tong 

57 ABaw 

71 PoMcal abbr. 

21 Snoakbiess 

38 King topper 

SO Sailor’s Mle 

72 Kentucky 

23 Temis imtts 

39 SaBacftof TV 

SO Dustbowl 

Darby prize 

24 Eye pari 

40 She up 

victim 

73 Turn right 

DOWN 

1 Embarrass 

10 Product In 

32 Used 

53 Remove 

2 Cheered For 

the Louvre 

35 Piste's minus 

54 Assessed 

3 Arson Rghtere 

11 ScoLMisides 

41 Concemtog 

55 Vera or Sarah 

4 Harrison Hie 

13 RRstop 

42 Teed off 

of 19ms 

actor 

14 Toe the mart 

.43 Noted Giant 

58 Short and In 

5 Bargain 

16 Harem room 

44 Tin 

the point 

condition 

IB Frightens 

45 Bern's river 

59 — Kippw 

6 British — 

22 dan 

46 Cavalrymen 

61 DusaoWorl 

7 Cottage cheese 

27 Scolds 

49 Exjxmgea 

digit 

consumer 

a Son Diego 

49 Howling 

63 Epoch 

9 Meeting 

attraction 

GO Cohn 

85 Scores lor 

9 >n order 

31 Piece 

51 Indiana loam 

■ OB 


Last Week’s Cryptograms " 

Face it, it’s baseball to football to basketball, beck to baaebafl 
Good eld Taurus tbe bell botched eager astreloger'a taped horoscope. 

The cenunon extern. "Whal'e right is right,” may be all right except possiUy 
wbea It Ml 

Skier string down steep slope breaks sid on In and phage* into BMW 
ba n k. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. AVEFR Ql'ETOR CEV1S LTCOlKUD. MES01SSH 

HVEKIDITC SUM PEND CPEBU. ECFL'B AID 
“PUSSE LIVID. QTO DUB." -By Lob H. Joan 

2. YBUWNTH L 0 INFANTH GUCO F N F E B WT A W U E- 
EIB LUCBF LB ETNTC F*B NF l FNGMUTE 

FNGINTB. j. M , _ . . 

-By Marlene E. Adams 

3. GR NYFMA MUTAZ ID HSR. “HIPUTA S OSEEtt 
GAZUNG — SYZ TUFT S HSZ RDD10HBB.APT 

—By Lea Sherry 

4- TEAAP LEJJ XPXJ G JAKVC D X B BEICXI ED 
CXP TEL. AKCX1 BFGH FX D E H ft V X J. 

—By Earl (reload 
w un w mBr 
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